
CEQA EXEMPTIONS USED FOR PC2343 AMENDMENT

Existing Facilities Exemption

Class 1 consists of the operation, repair, maintenance, permitting, leasing, licensing, or minor alteration 
of existing public or private structures, facilities, mechanical equipment, or topographical features, 
involving negligible or no expansion of existing or former use. The types of "existing facilities" itemized 
below are not intended to be all-inclusive of the types of projects which might fall within Class 1. The 
key consideration is whether the project involves negligible or no expansion of use.

This exemption is used for the 2901-2905 Middlefield Road PC: There are no changes to the private 
structures, no expansion of the multifamily residential use (no additional uses beyond multifamily 
residential).

Common Sense Exemption 15061(b)(3)

(3) The activity is covered by the common sense exemption that CEQA applies only to projects which 
have the potential for causing a significant effect on the environment. Where it can be seen with 
certainty that there is no possibility that the activity in question may have a significant effect on the 
environment, the activity is not subject to CEQA.

This exemption is used for both PCs.  The lots area already in place and zoning and underlying land use 
designation has reflected multifamily residential use at 2901 Middlefield Road and single family 
residential use at 702 Ellsworth Place.

Class 3 Exemption: New Construction or Conversion of Small Structures (15303)

This exemption allows: either one single family unit or a second unit, or a duplex or similar multi-family 
use with up to 4 units (whereas in urbanized areas additional units are allowed, up to 3 single-family or 6 
multifamily units).

This exemption is used for the 702 Ellsworth Place PC: One single-family unit is proposed on an existing 
parcel with underlying land use designation of single family residential.



Exceptions to Categorical Exemptions

Staff maintains that the project is eligible for the Categorical Exemptions since none of the exceptions 
apply (e.g. this is not a ‘particularly sensitive’ environment designated locally or by the State or Federal 
governments, and this project will not have a significant effect on the environment due to unusual 
circumstances).


