
ATTACHMENT C 
DRAFT PC AND ARB FINDINGS

Planned Community Findings

Finding #1: The site is so situated, and the use or uses proposed for the site are of such characteristics that the 
application of general districts or combining districts will not provide sufficient flexibility to allow the proposed 
development.

Finding #2:  Development of the site under the provisions of the PC planned community district will result in 
public benefits not otherwise attainable by application of the regulations of general districts or combining 
districts. In making the findings required by this section, the planning commission and city council, as 
appropriate, shall specifically cite the public benefits expected to result from use of the planned community 
district.

Finding #3: The use or uses permitted, and the site development regulations applicable within the district shall 
be consistent with the Palo Alto Comprehensive Plan, and shall be compatible with existing and potential uses 
on adjoining sites or within the general vicinity.

Architectural Review Findings

Finding #1:  The design is consistent with applicable provisions of the Palo Alto Comprehensive Plan, Zoning 
Code, coordinated area plans (including compatibility requirements), and any relevant design guides. 

Finding #2: The project has a unified and coherent design, that: 
a. creates an internal sense of order and desirable environment for occupants, visitors, and the general 

community, 
b. preserves, respects and integrates existing natural features that contribute positively to the site and the 

historic character including historic resources of the area when relevant, 
c. is consistent with the context-based design criteria of the applicable zone district, 
d. provides harmonious transitions in scale, mass and character to adjacent land uses and land use 

designations, 
e. enhances living conditions on the site (if it includes residential uses) and in adjacent residential areas. 

Finding #3: The design is of high aesthetic quality, using high quality, integrated materials and appropriate 
construction techniques, and incorporating textures, colors, and other details that are compatible with and 
enhance the surrounding area. 

Finding #4: The design is functional, allowing for ease and safety of pedestrian and bicycle traffic and providing 
for elements that support the building’s necessary operations (e.g. convenient vehicle access to property and 
utilities, appropriate arrangement and amount of open space and integrated signage, if applicable, etc.). 

Finding #5: The landscape design complements and enhances the building design and its surroundings, is 
appropriate to the site’s functions, and utilizes to the extent practical, regional indigenous drought resistant plant 
material capable of providing desirable habitat that can be appropriately maintained. 

Finding #6: The project incorporates design principles that achieve sustainability in areas related to energy 
efficiency, water conservation, building materials, landscaping, and site planning.


