
ATTACHMENT B 
ARB FINDINGS FOR APPROVAL  

In order for the ARB to make a future recommendation of approval, the project must comply 
with the following Findings for Architectural Review as required in Chapter 18.76.020 of the 
PAMC.

Finding #1:  The application complies with all applicable and objective standards in the 
Comprehensive Plan, the Palo Alto Municipal Code, and other City plans or policies.

The proposed project complies with all applicable and objective standards in the 
Comprehensive Plan and the Palo Alto Municipal Code as detailed in the staff report and in 
Attachments C, Zoning Consistency, and D, Objective Standards Consistency, except where 
waivers or concessions are requested pursuant to state density bonus law. In accordance with 
The Housing Accountability Act as set forth in California Government Code 65589.5(j)(3), the 
receipt of a density bonus, incentive, concession, waiver, or reduction of development 
standards pursuant to Section 65915 shall not constitute a valid basis on which to find a 
proposed housing development project is inconsistent, not in compliance, or not in conformity, 
with an applicable plan, program, policy, ordinance, standard, requirement, or other similar 
provision. Therefore, for the project is compliant with the objective standards.

A summary of the project’s consistency with the Comprehensive Plan is provided in this table. 
The project is required to comply with the Comprehensive Plan to the extent that the 
requirements are objective. 

Comp Plan Goals and Policies How project adheres or does not adhere to 
Comp Plan

The Comprehensive Plan land use 
designation for the site is split between 
Service Commercial, Multi-family Residential, 
and Single-Family Residential

The project adheres to the Comprehensive 
Plan by providing multi-family housing in a 
transit-oriented area.

Housing Element
Policy 4.3 Implement development 
standards, objective design standards, and 
architectural and green building standards 
that encourage new high-quality rental and 
ownership housing.

The project complies with the implemented 
standards except where requests for waivers 
or concessions in accordance with state 
density bonus law is provided. 

Land Use and Community Design Element
Policy L-2.8: When considering infill 
development, work to minimize the 
displacement of existing residents

The project Is an infill project that does not 
displace any existing residents because it 
replaces a surface parking lot



Policy L-9.2 Encourage development that 
creatively integrates parking into the project, 
including by locating it behind buildings or 
underground wherever possible, or by 
providing for shared use of parking areas. 
Encourage other alternatives to surface 
parking lots that minimize the amount of 
land devoted to parking while still 
maintaining safe streets, street trees, a 
vibrant local economy and sufficient parking 
to meet demand.

The project incorporates the parking into 
each unit and does not include a surface 
parking lot.

Policy L-9.4 Treat residential streets as both 
public ways and neighborhood amenities. 
Provide and maintain continuous sidewalks, 
healthy street trees, benches and other 
amenities that promote walking and “active” 
transportation.

The project maintains sidewalks and 
improves the streetscape with landscape 
planting and trees on both sides of the 
sidewalk. 

Transportation Element
Policy T-3.7 Encourage pedestrian-friendly 
design features such as sidewalks, street 
trees, on-street parking, gathering spaces, 
gardens, outdoor furniture, art and 
interesting architectural details.

The project includes direct connections to 
the sidewalk that help to activate the 
frontage along Acacia in addition to new 
street trees and plantings.

Policy T-3.9 Support citywide sustainability 
efforts by preserving and enhancing the tree 
canopy where feasible within the public 
right-of-way, consistent with the Urban 
Forest Management Plan, as amended.

The project meets the tree canopy 
replacement requirements through on and 
off-site planting as well as in-lieu fees and 
improves the public ROW plantings with 7 
new street trees where only one exists 
currently.

Finding #2: Approving the application will not result in a specific, adverse, impact upon the 
public health or safety, which cannot feasibly be mitigated or avoided in a satisfactory manner. 
As used in this Section, a "specific, adverse impact" means a significant, quantifiable, direct, and 
unavoidable impact, based on objective, identified written public health or safety standards, 
policies, or conditions as they existed on the date the application was deemed complete.

The proposed project would not result in a specific, adverse, impact upon public health or 
safety. The project complies with all applicable safety requirements with respect to fire safety 
for the building itself (e.g. ladder access, sprinklers) as well as emergency vehicle access. The 
traffic report concluded that the project would not create any conflicts with respect to traffic 
safety. 


