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From: Marion Beach

To: Council, City

Subject: Bike Safety

Date: Monday, February 13, 2023 11:38:53 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from beach.marion@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hello

I saw the aftermath of an 11 year old biker hit by a car in the crosswalk on his way to Greene
middle school in the morning at Hamilton and Waverly last year. It was the car's fault. The
bike lanes don't seem very clear to me.

I will be at the meeting today to ask you to please consider amending the Community Health
and Safety and Climate Change priorities to include a stronger road safety policy.

Thank you for your hard work,
Marion Beach
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From: Elaine Uang

To: Council, City
Subject: Strong Support for Safe Streets
Date: Monday, February 13, 2023 8:23:07 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from elaine.uang@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Palo Alto City Council,

I'm writing in strong support of a Safe Streets policy to empower more Palo Altans to feel
comfortable using climate friendly, human powered mobility options (bikes, scooters, walking
etc)

Sixteen years ago, my husband and moved to Palo Alto specifically because it was the most
walkable and bikeable community on the Peninsula. Eight years ago, as part of the
Comprehensive Plan update, I emphasized the need for our Transportation Element to explore
programs like Vision Zero so we could build on our walkability and bikeability.

In the last eight years, it has pained me to see how little progress we have made to reduce
single occupancy car use. Despite recognizing the need to take climate action, the social and
economic value of shared streets during the pandemic, Palo Alto still privileges and allows
cars to dominate the design of our streets, at the expense of the safety of our pedestrians,
cyclists and other human powered vehicles. This is unacceptable.

With our flat topography and gorgeous weather, we should be able to reach 30% ped bike
mode share for daily activities by 2030. But to do so, we need safer streets and zero
pedestrian and cycling injuries. Please take action today and advance a Safe Streets policy to
protect and expand human powered, climate friendly mobility in our city.

Respectfully,
Elaine Uang


mailto:elaine.uang@gmail.com
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
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From: Bette

To: Bart Anderson; Council, City
Subject: Re: Support for Safe Streets petition
Date: Monday, February 13, 2023 7:12:47 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from betteuk@aol.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Bart

This is excellent. The artistry is in the brevity

I love you

Sent from the all new AOL app for iOS

On Sunday, February 12, 2023, 11:49 PM, Bart Anderson <bart.bbpo8@gmail.com> wrote:

As a bicyclist on Palo Alto streets for 45 years, I strongly support this petition.

As an environmental journalist, I feel it's vitally important to get people walking
and bicycling.

What Palo Alto does is watched by the rest of the world since it is recognized as a
source of innovation. The UK bicycle journalist Carlton Reid wrote me when I
told him where I lived:

"Mmmm. Palo Alto. Home of the Bicycle Boulevard, and 1970s bike activism led
by Ellen Fletcher."

Let's continue with this tradition.
Bart Anderson

360 Grant Ave, Palo Alto, CA 94306
Resilience.org


mailto:betteuk@aol.com
mailto:bart.bbpo8@gmail.com
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/aol-news-email-weather-video/id646100661

From: Robert Neff

To: Council, City
Subject: AA1: Add Safe Systems Policy development to Safety Priority
Date: Sunday, February 12, 2023 10:59:56 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Feb 12, 2023
Honorable Palo Alto City Council Members,

In agenda item AA1, you are choosing priorities and objectives to support them for the
coming year.

As part of the “Community Health and Safety” priority, | hope you will add “Development of
a Safe System policy for all road users.” as an action.

I understand that the city has received a “Safe Streets for All” grant, which requires a local
match, so this year’s action may include starting on the policy, and also making the small
match for that grant to fund the policy development.

Why? Because | know about too many fatalities and injuries to pedestrians and cyclists in
the past 10 years, without a policy of identifying and improving our streets to reduce injury
in the future. We have seen pedestrian fatalities on busy streets like Embarcadero and El
Camino, on calmer streets Charleston and Lytton, and even on neighborhood streets South
Court at El Dorado, and bike fatalities on both quiet neighborhood streets, and at EI Camino
intersections. CalTrans has upgraded the pedestrian crossings of EI Camino Real, but the
streets and intersections controlled by the city of Palo Alto have generally not been
reviewed in response to their hazards.

With a Safe System policy, | hope that our city will take a hard look at our existing streets,
and implement well known design approaches that can lead to zero serious injuries or
fatalities for any road or sidewalk user.

Thank you for your service to our city of Palo Alto

Robert Neff
On Emerson near Loma Verde
Palo Alto


mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=b4cf28b212fe4438afaf720d2ff66abe-RobertNeff
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From: Kara Davis

To: Council, City
Subject: In support of the Safe Systems approach for transportation planning
Date: Sunday, February 12, 2023 9:33:51 PM

[Some people who received this message don't often get email from karaldavis@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important at https://aka.ms/L.earnAboutSenderldentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.

Dear Council Members,

I am writing to voice my strong support of the Safe Systems approach to planning and policy for transportation in
Palo Alto. The death of Paul LeFargue in 2020 haunts me to this day and could have been prevented if we had safer
intersections and crossings for the many commuters who chose to go by bike or by foot.

As we return to the busy streets and the empty days of the pandemic are behind us, we need to put our efforts toward
keeping our kids safe on their way to school, home, activities, etc. Please don’t let us need to comfort parents in our
communities that have lost children who were merely trying to go home or to school.

Thank you for your support and strong consideration.

Best,
Kara Davis


mailto:karaldavis@gmail.com
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
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From: Arnout Boelens

To: Council, City

Subject: Safe Streets for Palo Alto

Date: Sunday, February 12, 2023 8:29:35 PM
Attachments: safe streets for palo alto.pdf

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear City Council members,

Attached to this email you find an electronic copy of the 16 letters of support, and 450+
petition signatures, in favor of the City of Palo Alto adopting a Safe System policy for road
safety and setting an ambitious timeline for achieving zero severe injuries and fatalities on
streets in Palo Alto.

For your reference, I also included my opinion piece in Palo Alto Online, the Palo Alto crash
report I wrote for the years 2010-2019, and my public comment for tomorrow.

Kind regards,

Arnout Boelens
Palo Alto Council of PTA’s Safe Routes to School chairperson

HH T
Dear Mayor Kou and City Council members,

I am here today to ask you to start prioritizing our lives, and the lives of our children, over
Level of Service and speeding.

My name is Arnout Boelens and I am the Palo Alto Council of PTA’s Safe Routes to School
chairperson. With me today, I have 16 letters of support, and over 450 petition signatures
asking you to adopt a Safe System policy for road safety and to set an ambitious timeline for
achieving zero severe injuries and fatalities on streets in Palo Alto.

In the last 70 years, road design in the US, including in Palo Alto, has centered around
optimizing for Level Of Service. This measure aims to minimize the delays experienced by
drivers.

Some examples of this include:

o Building 4 lane roads, like Embarcadero, that look like highways and encourage people
to drive faster than the 25 mph speed limit.

o Installing traffic lights that create direct conflicts between motorized traffic and
pedestrians who have the right of way.

e Neglecting to install widespread traffic calming on our residential streets, which leads to
drivers speeding through our neighborhoods.

With the City receiving the Safe Streets for All Grant to develop a Safe System policy for all
road users, the timing to adopt this policy is perfect. Please allocate the required $40.000
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June 2, 2022

Office of the Mayor and City Council
250 Hamilton Avenue
Palo Alto, CA 94301

Dear Honorable Mayor and City Council Members,

On behalf of the Palo Alto Council of PTAs Executive Board (PTAC), we are writing to ask you to
adopt a Safe System policy for road safety and to set an ambitious 2030 timeline for pursuing
the city’s goal of zero severe injuries and roadway fatalities on Palo Alto city streets’,
including EI Camino Real.

Today, 60% of PAUSD middle and high school students walk and bike to school, and Palo Alto
is one of the top five U.S. cities with a 60k+ population for bicycle commuting?. Nonetheless,
Palo Alto does not yet have a road safety policy in place to protect these and other vulnerable
road users.

People, especially young people, are vulnerable to injury and make mistakes. Let’s
do all we can to create an environment that reduces risk of injury to street users.

Surveys find that the most common barriers to walking and bicycling identified by parents are
unsafe intersections and a lack of protected bikeways. Lack of perceived and actual comfort and
safety is a known, major deterrent to cycling®. In the period 2010-2019 there were 65 pedestrian
and bicyclist victims of severe and fatal crashes in Palo Alto, 8 of these victims were 18 years
old or younger*. This does not include the fatal crash on California Avenue and El Camino Real
in early 2020. As outlined in the appendix, instead of waiting for tragedy to happen, in a Safe
System approach known safety principles would be applied proactively and systematically to
improve road safety. Our children’s safety is our highest priority and by adopting a Safe System
policy and setting an ambitious 2030 timeline to pursue zero traffic fatalities and severe injuries,
you will significantly improve the road safety for the thousands of students walking and riding to
school every day. These measures will also serve community members of all ages and abilities
who walk and bike for recreation, transportation, and to maintain fitness, and will help the City to
achieve its climate and sustainability goals; and reduce traffic congestion.

In furtherance of the City’s Road Safety Goal (Goal T-6 of the Comprehensive Plan), we support
the following additional measures:

' Palo Alto Comprehensive Plan 2030 Policy T-6.2: “Pursue the goal of zero severe injuries and roadway fatalities on
Palo Alto city streets.”

2 US Census Bureau, Bicycle commuters: Cities with a population of 60,000 and over by percentage of workers
biking to work, 2019.

% Laura Cabral and Amy M. Kim, An empirical reappraisal of the four types of cyclists, Transportation Research Part
A, 2020

4 .



https://tims.berkeley.edu/
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1. Safe System Assessment. The City develops an assessment matrix that will be used to
objectively evaluate how well repaving and new infrastructure projects meet the Safe
System principles.®

2. Post-Crash Engineering Investigation’. After a severe or fatal crash, the City currently
completes a police report and engineers evaluate whether the road is up to code. We
ask that the City conduct a more comprehensive evaluation to determine, beyond code
compliance, what additional steps can be taken to make the road safer so as to avoid
future crashes. The investigation report should be made available to the public.

3. Prioritize High Frequency Collision Corridors. The 2012 Bicycle and Pedestrian
Transportation Plan® identified 14 high frequency bicycle and pedestrian collision
locations. As of this writing, only the locations Embarcadero Road/Middlefield Road and
Foothill Expressway/Arastradero Road have seen some safety improvements
completed. Work is ongoing, planned, or on hold along the Charleston/Arastradero
corridor, Page Mill Road, Alima Street/Churchill Avenue, and EI Camino
Real/Embarcadero Road. 7 out of 14 locations have not received any attention in the
past decade. We ask that the City expeditiously address these and similar locations.

4. More expeditiously pursue the goals of zero severe injuries and roadway fatalities
with a target date of 2030. Palo Alto’s Comprehensive Plan already contains policy
T-6.2 which states: “Pursue the goal of zero severe injuries and roadway fatalities on
Palo Alto city streets”, but it has not identified a particular target date to achieve this
goal. We believe that this work requires more urgency and that we need to set and meet
a specific date for achieving zero fatalities and severe injuries on Palo Alto city streets,
including El Camino Real. This exercise has been done in other neighboring
communities, including Mountain View®, Redwood City'®, Sunnyvale', South San
Francisco'?, Fremont' and Berkeley™.

5. Speed limit reduction. At any vehicle speed over 20 mph the risk of death for
pedestrians and bicyclists in a crash starts to increase exponentially'®. With the recent
adoption of AB-43 it is now possible to consider the safety of vulnerable pedestrian
groups and reduce speed limits'®. We ask that the City work to identify all streets in Palo

5 Vic Roads, Safe System Assessment Guidelines, 2019

8 FHWA, A safe system-based framework and analytical methodology for assessing intersections, 2021
" SWOV, Sustainable Safety 3rd edition — The advanced vision for 2018-2030, 2018

8 Alta Planning + Design, City of Palo Alto Bicycle + Pedestrian Transportation Plan, 2012, pp 4-18

® Mountain View: eliminate fatal traffic collisions in Mountain View by 2030,
https://www.mountainview.gov/depts/pw/transport/gettingaround/default.asp

1 Redwood City: eliminate traffic fatalities and serious injuries for all modes by 20,
https://tinyurl.com/mvz65uz5

" Sunnyvale: reduce fatalities and serious injuries by 50% by 2029, Ralph Garcia et al., Sunnyvale Roadway
Safety Plan, 2020

12 South San Francisco: eliminate fatal traffic collisions by 2025,

* Fremont: eliminate fatal traffic collisions by 2025, Fehr & Peers, Fremont Vision Zero, 2021

4 Fehr & Peers, Fremont Vision Zero, 2021, Eric Anderson et al., City of Berkeley Vision Zero Action Plan, 2019

1% Jeffrey Archer et al, The impact of lowered speed limits in urban/metropolitan areas, Monash University Accident
Research Centre, 2008

'8 hitps://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill _id=202120220AB43
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Alto where the speed limit can be reduced pursuant to AB-43 to enhance bicycle and
pedestrian safety.

6. Periodic policy updates. According to Caltrans a Local Roadway Safety Plan is
expected to be updated every 5 years'".

The City has made great strides so far, but there is still much to do to support safety for
increasing numbers of bicyclists and pedestrians. The Palo Alto Council of PTAs Executive
Board joins with other community stakeholders in requesting that the City (1) executes on
existing safe system/vision zero policies, (2) incorporates additional safe system principles and
programs, and (3) sets a 2030 target for zero fatalities and severe injuries.

The Federal Highway Administration recently adopted its own Safe System program and the
recent Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act allocated $5B for a “Safe Streets for All” program.
We strongly encourage the City to take advantage of these funds. The City of Palo Alto needs a
safe transportation network for people of all ages and abilities who walk, bike, ride transit and
drive, including our youngest, most vulnerable commuters on their way to school. Your
decisions will have important consequences for the daily safety of thousands of school-bound
children. Thank you for considering our comments.

Respectfully,

On behalf of the Palo Alto Council of PTAs Executive Board

EDocuSigned by: EDocuSigned by:

7050976C9C2D44F ... 47F392F9A6A24D4...

Jim Pflasterer Arnout Boelens
Chairperson Deputy Chairperson
Safe Routes to School Committee Safe Routes to School Committee

DocuSigned by:

012A13B47B45470... 9417D893212E467 ...

Christina Schmidt Steven Lee
President Vice President of Advocacy
Palo Alto Council of PTAs Palo Alto Council of PTAs

CC: Pedestrian And Bicycle Advisory Committee
Planning and Transportation Commission
City of Palo Alto Office Of Transportation
PAUSD Superintendent
Ken Dauber & Jennifer DiBrienza (PAUSD Board of Education)

"7 https://tinyurl.com/58dbp64n
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Appendix

Too often the traditional approach to road safety does not fully consider the human tendency to make mistakes. The
overarching principle behind a safe system approach is the acknowledgement that:

“As humans, we are vulnerable to injury and make mistakes. However, mistakes should not lead to
serious injury or worse.”"®

Instead of waiting for tragic mistakes to happen, we need to more proactively apply known safety principles in our
routine maintenance of existing roads and in our planning for new infrastructure projects'®. These principles include:

1.  Mono-Functionality: Crashes are more likely to occur on Residential Arterial and Arterial streets that serve
both a traffic flow function and an exchange function, where “flow” means that traffic participation does not
involve interaction with the environment (e.g. through traffic), and “exchange” indicates interaction with the
environment (e.g. parking, driveways, and crossings). Ideally, these types of streets serve either a traffic flow or
exchange function, but not both?°. Currently, this sort of function prioritization is seen on local streets as
embodied in Policies T-4.22' and T-4.3?? of the Comprehensive Plan. However, with the notable exception of
Policy T-4.4%, there is no equivalent policy to improve the road safety of Residential Arterials and Arterials. In
practice, such a policy would involve eliminating street parking, driveways, and unprotected left turns whenever
possible, and building (protected) bike lanes. Where it is impossible to prioritize one function over the other, an
alternative would be to designate space for a service road so that the main road can continue to provide a traffic
flow function while the new low speed service road provides the exchange function and allows for safe access
to adjacent properties (e.g. the existing service road on Alma near Meadow Drive, Oregon Avenue, and San
Antonio Avenue). For local streets the City could consider revoking Policy T-4.124. As can be appreciated on the
Bryant Street Bicycle Boulevard, creating a barrier for motorized traffic which is permeable for pedestrians and
bicyclists is demonstrably one of the most cost effective ways of eliminating through traffic on a local street.

2. Homogeneity of Mass, Speed, and Direction: In a crash, risk is significantly reduced if the participants have a
similar direction, mass, and speed. For example, roundabouts are safer than normal intersections?. At any
vehicle speed over 20 mph the risk of death for pedestrians and bicyclists in a crash starts to increase
exponentially. This suggests that raised crosswalks and continuous sidewalks can significantly improve the
safety of pedestrians. On thoroughfares with lots of traffic and speeding drivers, bicyclists and pedestrians need
their own (protected) infrastructure.

3. Self-explaining road: A self-explaining road is a traffic environment which elicits safe behavior simply by its
human centered design. For example, a driver may intuitively drive slower and more cautiously if the lane is
narrower, or if there are other traffic calming measures in place (e.g. limiting forward visibility or increasing
surface roughness). The self-explaining road also makes it easier for users to know where to walk, ride, drive,
and park. Examples include: consistently using green paint to identify bicycle infrastructure, paving parking
lanes with a different material than the driving lane, and installing bulb outs at intersections to prevent drivers
from parking too close to the intersection and thus limiting visibility.

'8 Towards Zero Foundation, What is the safe system?, 2021

®p Schepers et al., The Dutch road to a high level of cycling safety, Safety Science, 2017. In the Netherlands this approach has
resulted in an 80% reduction in the number of cyclists fatalities over a thirty year period.

20 Hamish W. Mackie et al., Road user behaviour changes following a self-explaining roads intervention, Accident Analysis &
Prevention, 2013. This study found a 30% reduction in crash numbers after designating local and collector streets and implementing
self-explaining road designs.

21 palo Alto Comprehensive Plan 2030 Policy T-4.2: “Continue to construct traffic calming measures to slow traffic on local and
collector residential streets, and prioritize traffic calming measures for safety over congestion management.”

22 palo Alto Comprehensive Plan 2030 Policy T-4.3: “Identify specific improvements that can be used to discourage drivers from
using local, neighborhood streets to bypass traffic congestion on arterials.”

2 palo Alto Comprehensive Plan 2030 Policy T-4.4: “Maintain the following roadways as residential

arterials, treated with landscaping, medians and other visual improvements to distinguish them as residential streets, in order to
improve safety: ...”

2 Palo Alto Comprehensive Plan 2030 Policy T-4.1: “Keep all neighborhood streets open as a general rule.”

% Bhagwant N. Persaud et al., Safety effect of roundabout conversions in the United States: Empirical bayes observational
before-after study, Transportation Research Record, 2001.
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April 21, 2022

Office of the City Mayor and City Council
250 Hamilton Avenue
Palo Alto, CA 94301

Honorable Mayor Burt and City Council Members,

We urge Council to adopt a Safe System policy for road safety and to set an ambitious timeline for
pursuing the city’s goal of zero severe injuries and roadway fatalities on Palo Alto city streets,
including El Camino Real. The City of Palo Alto should provide a safe transportation network for people
of all ages and abilities who walk, bike, ride transit and drive, including our youngest commuters on
their way to school.

Today, 60% of PAUSD middle and high school students walk and bike to school, and Palo Alto is one of
the top five U.S. cities with a 60k+ population for bicycle commuting. Nonetheless, Palo Alto does not
yet have a Safe System Road Safety policy in place to protect these vulnerable road users. Between
2010-2019 there were 65 severe and fatal crashes involving people who were walking and bicycling in
Palo Alto. This does not include the fatal crash on California Avenue and El Camino Real in March
2020.

People, especially young people, are vulnerable to injury and make mistakes. Let’s do all we can
to create an environment that reduces risk of injury to street users.

This action would be consistent with both Comprehensive Plan Goal T-6: “Provide a safe environment
for motorists, pedestrians and bicyclists on Palo Alto streets” and Comprehensive Plan Policy T-6.2:
“Pursue the goal of zero severe injuries and roadway fatalities on Palo Alto city streets”. In addition,
improving road safety will significantly benefit the overall health of Palo Alto residents and will help the
City achieve its Health & Safety, and Sustainability & Climate goals.

The Safe System Approach has been adopted by the U.S. Department of Transportation and has been
embraced by the California Office of Traffic Safety. In addition, adopting a Safe System Road Safety
policy will make the City eligible to compete for Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) funding
in the next cycle, as City staffing is restored. In our effort to provide safe commute options for PAUSD
children, let's adopt the Safe Systems approach that is already being used by other countries and our
federal and state governments to guide decision-making...because it works.

Sincerely,
N L LA Na
i ‘) A\ o

Karen Ceresnak
PTA President, Juana Briones Elementary School
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March 28, 2022

Office of the City Mayor and City Council
250 Hamilton Avenue
Palo Alto, CA 94301

Honorable Mayor Burt and City Council Members,

We urge Council to adopt a Safe System policy for road safety and to set an ambitious timeline for
pursuing the city’s goal of zero severe injuries and roadway fatalities on Palo Alto city streets,
including EI Camino Real. The City of Palo Alto should provide a safe transportation network for people
of all ages and abilities who walk, bike, ride transit and drive, including our youngest commuters on
their way to school.

Today, 60% of PAUSD middle and high school students walk and bike to school, and Palo Alto is one of
the top five U.S. cities with a 60k+ population for bicycle commuting. Nonetheless, Palo Alto does not
yet have a Safe System Road Safety policy in place to protect these vulnerable road users. Between
2010-2019 there were 65 severe and fatal crashes involving people who were walking and bicycling in
Palo Alto. This does not include the fatal crash on California Avenue and El Camino Real in March
2020.

People, especially young people, are vulnerable to injury and make mistakes. Let’s do all we can
to create an environment that reduces risk of injury to street users.

This action would be consistent with both Comprehensive Plan Goal T-6: “Provide a safe environment
for motorists, pedestrians and bicyclists on Palo Alto streets” and Comprehensive Plan Policy T-6.2:
“Pursue the goal of zero severe injuries and roadway fatalities on Palo Alto city streets”. In addition,
improving road safety will significantly benefit the overall health of Palo Alto residents and will help the
City achieve its Health & Safety, and Sustainability & Climate goals.

The Safe System Approach has been adopted by the U.S. Department of Transportation and has been
embraced by the California Office of Traffic Safety. In addition, adopting a Safe System Road Safety
policy will make the City eligible to compete for Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) funding
in the next cycle, as City staffing is restored. In our effort to provide safe commute options for PAUSD
children, let's adopt the Safe Systems approach that is already being used by other countries and our
federal and state governments to guide decision-making...because it works.

Sincere% L

Christopher Colohan
President
Duveneck PTA





El Carmelo

PTI
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May 27, 2022

Office of the City Mayor and City Council
250 Hamilton Avenue
Palo Alto, CA 94301

Honorable Mayor Burt and City Council Members,

We urge Council to direct staff to prioritize the Safe Systems approach in transportation
planning for all modes of transportation, to work toward developing a Safe System policy
recommendation for road safety, and to set an ambitious timeline for pursuing the city’s goal
of zero severe injuries and roadway fatalities on Palo Alto city streets, including E/
Camino Real. The City of Palo Alto needs a safe transportation network for people of all
ages and abilities who walk, bike, ride transit and drive, including our youngest commuters
on their way to school.

Today, 60% of PAUSD middle and high school students walk and bike to school, and Palo
Alto is one of the top five U.S. cities with a 60k+ population for bicycle commuting.
Nonetheless, Palo Alto does not yet have a road safety policy in place to protect these
vulnerable road users.

People, especially young people, are vulnerable to injury and make mistakes. Let’s
do all we can to create an environment that reduces risk of injury to street users.

This action would be consistent with both Comprehensive Plan Goal T-6: “Provide a safe
environment for motorists, pedestrians and bicyclists on Palo Alto streets” and
Comprehensive Plan Policy T-6.2: “Pursue the goal of zero severe injuries and roadway
fatalities on Palo Alto city streets”. In addition, improving road safety will significantly benefit
the overall health of Palo Alto residents and will help the City achieve its Health & Safety,
and Sustainability & Climate goals.

The Safe System Approach has been adopted by the U.S. Department of Transportation
and has been embraced by the California Office of Traffic Safety. In addition, adopting a
Safe System Road Safety policy will make the City eligible to compete for Highway Safety
Improvement Program (HSIP) funding in the next cycle, as City staffing is restored. In our
effort to provide safe commute options for PAUSD children, let's adopt the Safe Systems

El Carmelo Elementary School PTA 3024 Bryant Street, Palo Alto, CA 94306

elcarmelopta@gmail.com





approach that is already being used by other countries and our federal and state
governments to guide decision-making...because it works.

Sincerely,

On behalf of the El Carmelo PTA Executive Board, 2021-22
L"'m'g‘ff,ﬂhjcrr

Vaish Anjur

Secretary, El Carmelo Elementary School PTA
On behalf of 89 current members of the El Carmelo Elementary School PTA

El Carmelo Elementary School PTA 3024 Bryant Street, Palo Alto, CA 94306

elcarmelopta@gmail.com





Escondido Elementary PTA
890 Escondido Road, Stanford, CA 94305

May 31, 2022

Office of the City Mayor and City Council
250 Hamilton Avenue
Palo Alto, CA 94301

Honorable Mayor Burt and City Council Members,

We urge Council to adopt a Safe System policy for road safety and to set an ambitious timeline
for pursuing the city’s goal of zero severe injuries and roadway fatalities on Palo Alto city
streets, especially El Camino Real and specific routes to/from each PAUSD public school. The
City of Palo Alto should provide a safe transportation network for people of all ages and
abilities who walk, bike, ride transit and drive, including our youngest commuters on their way
to school.

Today, 60% of PAUSD middle and high school students walk and bike to school, and Palo Alto
is one of the top five U.S. cities with a 60k+ population for bicycle commuting. Nonetheless,
Palo Alto does not yet have a Safe System Road Safety policy in place to protect these
vulnerable road users.

People, especially young people, are vulnerable to injury and make mistakes. Let’s do all
we can to create an environment that reduces risk of injury to street users.

This action would be consistent with both Comprehensive Plan Goal T-6: “Provide a safe
environment for motorists, pedestrians and bicyclists on Palo Alto streets” and Comprehensive
Plan Policy T-6.2: “Pursue the goal of zero severe injuries and roadway fatalities on Palo Alto
city streets”. In addition, improving road safety will significantly benefit the overall health of Palo
Alto residents and will help the City achieve its Health & Safety, and Sustainability & Climate
goals.

The Safe System Approach has been adopted by the U.S. Department of Transportation and
has been embraced by the California Office of Traffic Safety. In addition, adopting a Safe
System Road Safety policy will make the City eligible to compete for Highway Safety
Improvement Program (HSIP) funding in the next cycle, as City staffing is restored. In our effort
to provide safe commute options for PAUSD children, let's adopt the Safe Systems approach
that is already being used by other countries and our federal and state governments to guide
decision-making...because it works.

Sincerely,

W )G

Jdlia W. Murphy-Chutorian
Escondido PTA President 2020-2022
On behalf of the Escondido Elementary PTA





B Fairmeadow Elementary PTA
P ’n A 501(c)(3) Organization

. Hefs Tax ID # 77-0048128
everychild.onevoice.

May 6, 2022

Office of the City Mayor and City Council
250 Hamilton Avenue
Palo Alto, CA 94301

Honorable Mayor Burt and City Council Members,

We urge Council to direct staff to prioritize the Safe Systems approach in
transportation planning for all modes of transportation, to work toward
developing a Safe System policy recommendation for road safety, and to set an
ambitious timeline for pursuing the city’s goal of zero severe injuries and
roadway fatalities on Palo Alto city streets, including El Camino Real. The City
of Palo Alto should provide a safe transportation network for people of all ages
and abilities who walk, bike, ride transit and drive, including our youngest
commuters on their way to school.

Today, 60% of PAUSD middle and high school students walk and bike to school,
and Palo Alto is one of the top five U.S. cities with a 60k+ population for bicycle
. commuting. Nonetheless, Palo Alto does not yet have a road safety policy in
place to protect these and other vulnerable road users.

People, especially young people, are vulnerable to injury and make mistakes.

Let’s do all we can to create an environment that reduces risk of injury to
street users.

Fairmeadow Elementary School PTA 500 E. Meadow Dr. Palo Alto, CA 94306
http://fairmeadow.paloaltopta.org/ Tax ID # 77-0048128
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This action would be consistent with both Comprehensive Plan Goal T-6:
“provide a safe environment for motorists, pedestrians and bicyclists on Palo
Alto streets” and Comprehensive Plan Policy T-6.2: “Pursue the goal of zero ‘
severe injuries and roadway fatalities on Palo Alto city streets”. In addition, i
improving road safety will significantly benefit the overall health of Palo Alto
residents and will help the City achieve its Health & Safety, and Sustainability &
Climate goals. ‘ L

The Safe System Approach has been adopted by the U.S. Department of
Transportation and has been embraced by the Callforma Ofﬁce of Trafﬁc Sa Y.





Fletcher Middle School

e o) i Fletcher PTA
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Ellen Fletcher Middle School PTA
655 Arastradero Road
Palo Alto. CA 94306

May 19, 2022

Palo Alto City Council

Office of the City Clerk: City Hall, 7th Floor
250 Hamilton Avenue

Palo Alto, CA 94301
ity.Council@ecityofpaloalto.org

Honorable Mayor Burt and City Council Members,

We urge Council to adopt a Safe System policy for road safety and to set an ambitious timeline
for pursuing the city’s goal of zero severe injuries and roadway fatalities on Palo Alto city
streets, including El Camino Real. The City of Palo Alto should provide a safe transportation
network for people of all ages and abilities who walk, bike, ride transit and drive, including our
youngest commuters on their way to school.

Today, 60% of PAUSD middle and high school students walk and bike to school. and Palo Alto
is one of the top five U.S. cities with a 60k+ population for bicyele commuting. Nonetheless,
Palo Alto does not yet have a Safe System Road Safety policy in place to protect these
vulnerable road users. Between 2010-2019 there were 65 severe and fatal erashes involving
people who were walking and bicycling in Palo Alto. This does not include the fatal crash on
California Avenue and El Camino Real in March 2020.

People, especially young people, are vulnerable to injury and make mistakes. Let’s do all we can
to create an environment that reduces risk of injury to street users.

This action would be consistent with both Comprehensive Plan Goal T-6: “Provide a safe
environment for motorists, pedestrians and bicyclists on Palo Alto streets™ and Comprehensive
Plan Policy T-6.2: “Pursue the goal of zero severe injuries and roadway fatalities on Palo Alto
city streets™. In addition, improving road safety will significantly benefit the overall health of
Palo Alto residents and will help the City achieve its Health & Safety, and Sustainability &
Climate goals.

The Safe System Approach has been adopted by the U.S. Department of Transportation and has
been embraced by the California Office of Traffic Safety. In addition, adopting a Safe System

Road Safety policy will make the City eligible to compete for Highway Safety Improvement
Program (HSIP) funding in the next cycle, as City staffing is restored. In our effort to provide
safe commute options for PAUSD children, let’s adopt the Safe Systems approach that is already
being used by other countries and our federal and state governments to guide

decision-making. .. because it works.

Sincerely.

/ T
Ginnie J. Noh

President
Ellen Fletcher Middle SchoolPTA

&7

Emily Wessler
Secretary
Ellen Fletcher Middle SchoolPTA

ce:

Melissa Howell, Ellen Fletcher Middle School Principal

Sylvia Star-Lack. Rosie Mesterhazy and Jose Palma, City of Palo Alto Transportation
Department

PAUSD Board of Education





Frank S. Greene, Jr. 750 North Galfornia Avenue
Mlddle SChOOI PTA greene.(sglggﬁgéggs

April 21, 2022

Office of the City Mayor and City Council
250 Hamilton Avenue
Palo Alto, CA 94301

Honorable Mayor Burt and City Council Members,

We urge Council to adopt a Safe System policy for road safety and to set an ambitious timeline for
pursuing the city’s goal of zero severe injuries and roadway fatalities on Palo Alto city streets,
including El Camino Real. The City of Palo Alto should provide a safe transportation network for people
of all ages and abilities who walk, bike, ride transit and drive, including our youngest commuters on
their way to school.

Today, 60% of PAUSD middle and high school students walk and bike to school, and Palo Alto is one of
the top five U.S. cities with a 60k+ population for bicycle commuting. Nonetheless, Palo Alto does not
yet have a Safe System Road Safety policy in place to protect these vulnerable road users. Between
2010-2019 there were 65 severe and fatal crashes involving people who were walking and bicycling in
Palo Alto. This does not include the fatal crash on California Avenue and El Camino Real in March 2020.

People, especially young people, are vulnerable to injury and make mistakes. Let’'s do all we
can to create an environment that reduces risk of injury to street users.

This action would be consistent with both Comprehensive Plan Goal T-6: "Provide a safe
environment for motorists, pedestrians and bicyclists on Palo Alto streets” and Comprehensive Plan
Policy T-6.2: "Pursue the goal of zero severe injuries and roadway fatalities on Palo Alto city streets”.
In addition, improving road safety will significantly benefit the overall health of Palo Alto residents and
will help the City achieve its Health & Safety, and Sustainability & Climate goals.

The Safe System Approach has been adopted by the U.S. Department of Transportation and has been
embraced by the California Office of Traffic Safety. In addition, adopting a Safe System Road Safety
policy will make the City eligible to compete for Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) funding
in the next cycle, as City staffing is restored. In our effort to provide safe commute options for PAUSD
children, let's adopt the Safe Systems approach that is already being used by other countries and our
federal and state governments to guide decision-making...because it works.

On behalf of our Association,
Valerie Rainey
President, Frank S. Greene, Jr. Middle School PTA






Gunn High School

PISA

cverychild. onevoice”

June 7, 2022

Office of the City Mayor and City Council
250 Hamilton Avenue
Palo Alto, CA 94301

Mayor Burt and City Council Members,

In Palo Alto, 60%" of PAUSD middle and high school students walk and bike to
school. In fact, Palo Alto? is one of the top five U.S. cities with a 60k+ population
for bicycle commuting. Nonetheless, Palo Alto does not yet have a Safe System
Road Safety policy in place to protect vulnerable road users. Young people are
vulnerable to injury and make mistakes. Let’s do all we can to create an
environment that reduces risk of injury to street users.

We support the recommendations described in the Palo Alto Council of PTAs letter
dated June 2, 2022 (see attached) and encourage you to adopt a Safe System
Policy.

Respectfully,

On behalf of the 2021-2022 Gunn High PTSA Executive Board

Lili Nova-Roessig
President, Gunn High PTSA

' Safe Routes to School — City of Palo Alto. CA
2 US Census Bureau, Bicycle commuters: Cities with a population of 60,000 and over by percentage of
workers biking to work, 2019.
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April 12, 2022

Office of the City Mayor and City Council
250 Hamilton Avenue
Palo Alto, CA 94301

Honorable Mayor Burt and City Council Members,

We urge Council to adopt a Safe System policy for road safety and to set an ambitious timeline for
pursuing the city’s goal of zero severe injuries and roadway fatalities on Palo Alto city streets,
including El Camino Real. The City of Palo Alto should provide a safe transportation network for
people of all ages and abilities who walk, bike, ride transit and drive, including our youngest
commuters on their way to school.

Today, 60% of PAUSD middle and high school students walk and bike to school, and Palo Alto is
one of the top five U.S. cities with a 60k+ population for bicycle commuting. Nonetheless, Palo Alto
does not yet have a road safety policy in place to protect these and other vulnerable road users.

People, especially young people, are vulnerable to injury and make mistakes. Let’s do all we
can to create an environment that reduces risk of injury to street users.

This action would be consistent with both Comprehensive Plan Goal T-6: “Provide a safe
environment for motorists, pedestrians and bicyclists on Palo Alto streets” and Comprehensive
Plan Policy T-6.2: “Pursue the goal of zero severe injuries and roadway fatalities on Palo Alto city
streets”. In addition, improving road safety will significantly benefit the overall health of Palo Alto
residents and will help the City achieve its Health & Safety, and Sustainability & Climate goals.

The Safe System Approach has been adopted by the U.S. Department of Transportation and has
been embraced by the California Office of Traffic Safety. In addition, adopting a Safe System Road
Safety policy will make the City eligible to compete for Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP)
funding in the next cycle, as City staffing is restored. In our effort to provide safe commute options
for PAUSD children, let’'s adopt the Safe Systems approach that is already being used by other
countries and our federal and state governments to guide decision-making...because it works.

Sincerely,

W

Ira Pamnani
PTA President
Hoover Elementary School





JLS Middle School

PTA

everychild. onevoice.”

April 26, 2022

Office of the City Mayor and City Council
250 Hamilton Avenue
Palo Alto, CA 94301

Honorable Mayor Burt and City Council Members,

We urge Council to direct staff to prioritize the Safe Systems approach in transportation
planning for all modes of transportation, to work toward developing a Safe System policy
recommendation for road safety, and to set an ambitious timeline for pursuing the city’s goal
of zero severe injuries and roadway fatalities on Palo Alto city streets, including EI
Camino Real. The City of Palo Alto needs a safe transportation network for people of all
ages and abilities who walk, bike, ride transit and drive, including our youngest commuters
on their way to school.

Today, 60% of PAUSD middle and high school students walk and bike to school, and Palo
Alto is one of the top five U.S. cities with a 60k+ population for bicycle commuting.
Nonetheless, Palo Alto does not yet have a road safety policy in place to protect these
vulnerable road users.

People, especially young people, are vulnerable to injury and make mistakes. Let’s
do all we can to create an environment that reduces risk of injury to street users.

This action would be consistent with both Comprehensive Plan Goal T-6: “Provide a safe
environment for motorists, pedestrians and bicyclists on Palo Alto streets” and
Comprehensive Plan Policy T-6.2: “Pursue the goal of zero severe injuries and roadway
fatalities on Palo Alto city streets”. In addition, improving road safety will significantly benefit
the overall health of Palo Alto residents and will help the City achieve its Health & Safety,
and Sustainability & Climate goals.

The Safe System Approach has been adopted by the U.S. Department of Transportation
and has been embraced by the California Office of Traffic Safety. In addition, adopting a
Safe System Road Safety policy will make the City eligible to compete for Highway Safety
Improvement Program (HSIP) funding in the next cycle, as City staffing is restored. In our
effort to provide safe commute options for PAUSD children, let's adopt the Safe Systems
approach that is already being used by other countries and our federal and state
governments to guide decision-making...because it works.

Jane Lathrop Stanford PTA Tax ID: # 94-6174779
jlsptaemail@gmail.com 480 E. Meadow Dr. Palo Alto, CA 94306






Sincerely,
On behalf of the JLS PTA Executive Board, 2021-22

fongidy
Paro Guha
Secretary, JLS Middle School PTA

Jane Lathrop Stanford PTA Tax ID: # 94-6174779
jlsptaemail@gmail.com 480 E. Meadow Dr. Palo Alto, CA 94306





Nixon Elementary School
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May 20, 2022

Office of the City Mayor and City Council
250 Hamilton Avenue
Palo Alto, CA 94301

Honorable Mayor Burt and City Council Members,

We urge Council to direct staff to prioritize the Safe Systems approach in transportation planning for all
modes of transportation, to work toward developing a Safe System policy recommendation for road
safety, and to set an ambitious timeline for pursuing the city’s goal of zero severe injuries and roadway
fatalities on Palo Alto city streets, including EI Camino Real. The City of Palo Alto needs a safe
transportation network for people of all ages and abilities who walk, bike, ride transit and drive,
including our youngest commuters on their way to school.

Today, 60% of PAUSD middle and high school students walk and bike to school, and Palo Alto is one of
the top five U.S. cities with a 60k+ population for bicycle commuting. Nonetheless, Palo Alto does not
yet have a road safety policy in place to protect these and other vulnerable road users.

People, especially young people, are vulnerable to injury and make mistakes. Let’s do all we can to
create an environment that reduces risk of injury to street users.

This action would be consistent with both Comprehensive Plan Goal T-6: “Provide a safe environment
for motorists, pedestrians and bicyclists on Palo Alto streets” and Comprehensive Plan Policy T-6.2:
“Pursue the goal of zero severe injuries and roadway fatalities on Palo Alto city streets”. In addition,
improving road safety will significantly benefit the overall health of Palo Alto residents and will help the
City achieve its Health & Safety, and Sustainability & Climate goals.

The Safe System Approach has been adopted by the U.S. Department of Transportation and has been
embraced by the California Office of Traffic Safety. In addition, adopting a Safe System Road Safety
policy will make the City eligible to compete for Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) funding
in the next cycle, as City staffing is restored. In our effort to provide safe commute options for PAUSD
children, let’s adopt the Safe Systems approach that is already being used by other countries and our
federal and state governments to guide decision-making...because it works.

Sincerely,

Rev. Dr. Colleen Hallagan Preuninger, Lucille M. Nixon PTA President 2021/2022, 2022/2023
on behalf of the Lucille M. Nixon PTA Executive Board.





Palo Verde Elementary
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To:

Office of the City Mayor and City Council
250 Hamilton Avenue

Palo Alto, CA 94301

April 22, 2022

Honorable Mayor Burt and City Council Members,

We urge Council to adopt a Safe System policy for road safety and to set an ambitious timeline for
pursuing the city’s goal of zero severe injuries and roadway fatalities on Palo Alto city streets,
including EI Camino Real. The City of Palo Alto should provide a safe transportation network for people of
all ages and abilities who walk, bike, ride transit and drive, including our youngest commuters on their
way to school.

Today, 60% of PAUSD middle and high school students walk and bike to school, and Palo Alto is one of
the top five U.S. cities with a 60k+ population for bicycle commuting. Nonetheless, Palo Alto does not yet
have a road safety policy in place to protect these vulnerable road users. Between 2010-2019 there were
65 severe and fatal crashes involving people who were walking and bicycling in Palo Alto. This does not
include the fatal crash on California Avenue and EI Camino Real in March 2020.

People, especially young people, are vulnerable to injury and make mistakes. Let’s do all we can
to create an environment that reduces risk of injury to street users.

This action would be consistent with both Comprehensive Plan Goal T-6: “Provide a safe environment
for motorists, pedestrians and bicyclists on Palo Alto streets” and Comprehensive Plan Policy T-6.2:
“Pursue the goal of zero severe injuries and roadway fatalities on Palo Alto city streets”. In addition,
improving road safety will significantly benefit the overall health of Palo Alto residents and will help the
City achieve its Health & Safety, and Sustainability & Climate goals.

The Safe System Approach has been adopted by the U.S. Department of Transportation and has been
embraced by the California Office of Traffic Safety. In addition, adopting a Safe System Road Safety
policy will make the City eligible to compete for Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) funding in
the next cycle, as City staffing is restored. In our effort to provide safe commute options for PAUSD
children, let's adopt the Safe Systems approach that is already being used by other countries and our
federal and state governments to guide decision-making...because it works.

Sincerely,

¥

Suju Rajan
President, Palo Verde Elementary PTA



Suju Rajan

April 22, 2022





Palo Alto High School
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April 21, 2022

Office of the City Mayor and City Council
250 Hamilton Avenue
Palo Alto, CA 94301

Honorable Mayor Burt and City Council Members,

We urge Council to direct staff to prioritize the Safe Systems approach in transportation
planning for all modes of transportation, to work toward developing a Safe System policy
recommendation for road safety, and to set an ambitious timeline for pursuing the city's goal of
zero severe injuries and roadway fatalities on Palo Alto city streets, including EI Camino
Real. The City of Palo Alto should provide a safe transportation network for people of all ages
and abilities who walk, bike, ride transit, and drive, including our youngest commuters on their
way to school.

Today, 60% of PAUSD middle and high school students walk and bike to school, and Palo Alto
is one of the top five U.S. cities with a 60k+ population for bicycle commuting. Nonetheless,
Palo Alto does not yet have a road safety policy in place to protect these and other vulnerable
road users.

People, especially young people, are vulnerable to injury and make mistakes. Let’s do all
we can to create an environment that reduces the risk of injury to street users.

This action would be consistent with both Comprehensive Plan Goal T-6: “Provide a safe
environment for motorists, pedestrians and bicyclists on Palo Alto streets” and Comprehensive
Plan Policy T-6.2: “Pursue the goal of zero severe injuries and roadway fatalities on Palo Alto
city streets”. In addition, improving road safety will significantly benefit the overall health of Palo
Alto residents and will help the City achieve its Health & Safety, and Sustainability & Climate
goals.

The Safe System Approach has been adopted by the U.S. Department of Transportation and
has been embraced by the California Office of Traffic Safety. In our effort to provide safe
commute options for PAUSD children, let's adopt the Safe Systems approach that is already
being used by other countries and our federal and state governments to guide
decision-making...because it works.

Sincerely,
0,.Gpe

Charu Gupta
Palo Alto High School (Paly) PTSA President on behalf of the Paly PTSA





Walter Hays Elementary PTA

1525 Middlefield Road - Palo Alto, CA 94301 - T{650) 322-5956 - F(650) 329-8713 - hays.paloaltopta.org

May 5, 2022

Office of the City Mayor and City Council
250 Hamilton Avenue
Palo Alto, CA 94301

Honorable Mayor Burt and City Council Members,

We urge Council to adopt a Safe System policy for road safety and to set an ambitious timeline for
pursuing the city’s goal of zero severe injuries and roadway fatalities on Palo Alto city streets,
including EI Camino Real. The City of Palo Alto should provide a safe transportation network for
people of all ages and abilities who walk, bike, ride transit and drive, including our youngest
commuters on their way to school.

Today, 60% of PAUSD middle and high school students walk and bike to school, and Palo Alto is one
of the top five U.S. cities with a 60k+ population for bicycle commuting. Nonetheless, Palo Alto does
not yet have a road safety policy in place to protect these and other vulnerable road users.

People, especially young people, are vulnerable to injury and make mistakes. Let’s do all we
can to create an environment that reduces risk of injury to street users.

This action would be consistent with both Comprehensive Plan Goal T-6: “Provide a safe
environment for motorists, pedestrians and bicyclists on Palo Alto streets” and Comprehensive Plan
Policy T-6.2: “Pursue the goal of zero severe injuries and roadway fatalities on Palo Alto city streets”.
In addition, improving road safety will significantly benefit the overall health of Palo Alto residents and
will help the City achieve its Health & Safety, and Sustainability & Climate goals.

The Safe System Approach has been adopted by the U.S. Department of Transportation and has been
embraced by the California Office of Traffic Safety. In addition, adopting a Safe System Road Safety
policy will make the City eligible to compete for Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) funding
in the next cycle, as City staffing is restored. In our effort to provide safe commute options for PAUSD
children, let's adopt the Safe Systems approach that is already being used by other countries and our
federal and state governments to guide decision-making... because it works.

Sincerely,

e

Walter Hays PTA President






SILICON VALLEY

BICYCLE

COALITION

Juy 25, 2022

Palo Alto City Council

250 Hamilton Avenue

Palo Alto, California

94301

Re: Support for Safe Systems approach in Palo Alto

Honorable City Council,

On behalf of the Silicon Valley Bicycle Coalition (SVBC), a nonprofit building healthier
and more just communities by making bicycling safe and accessible for everyone, we
are writing to support the petition to pursue a Safe Systems approach in Palo Alto
proposed by SVBC’s Palo Alto Local Team, and endorsed by the Palo Alto Council of
Parent Teacher Associations and the 350 Silicon Valley Palo Alto Team.

SVBC has supported the city’s Comprehensive Plan Goal T-6.2 to “Pursue the goal of
zero severe injuries and roadway fatalities on Palo Alto city streets.” However, the
city has not adopted a road safety policy to protect the growing number of foot-
powered commuters and small EV users, like e-bikes and e-scooters.

The Safe Systems approach provides a framework to design transportation systems
and safety programs with redundancies in place to protect people, reducing crashes
that result in death and severe injuries. This approach would move the city toward
council adopted priorites to enable more active lifestyles, while advancing
environmentally sustainable transportation options.

Palo Alto needs a safe transportation network for people of all ages and abilities,
including our vulnerable youngest commuters on their way to school. We strongly
urge the you to please direct staff to;

e Prioritize the Safe Systems approach in transportation planning for all modes
of transportation.

e Work toward developing a Safe Systems policy recommendation for road
safety.

e Set an ambitious timeline for pursuing the city’s goal of zero severe injuries
and roadway fatalities on streets in Palo Alto.

Thank you for your leadership and your support for sustainable, healthy, active and
safe transportation options that reduce traffic congestion and greenhouse gas
emissions. We hope this approach can set the stage for extensive improvements to
protect commuters of all types and ages in Palo Alto, and SVBC is happy to collaborate
with the city on these efforts.

Sincerely,i
Sk VL 14D/
Shiloh Ballard

President & Executive Director

bikesiliconvalley.org
155S 11th St
San Jose, CA 95112

408-287-7259

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Amie Ashton
Gary Brustin
Melissa Cerezo
Katie DelLeuw
Jennifer Fierman
Poncho Guevara
Andrew Hsu
James Lucas
Josh Mello

Jim Parker
Alyssa Plicka
Christina Salvatier

Shiloh Ballard
President and
Executive Director

SVBC is a 501(c)(3)
non-profit organization





Safe Streets for Palo Alto! Petition to Palo Alto City Council

As humans, we are vulnerable to injury and make mistakes. Let’s do all we can to create an environment that reduces risk of serious
injury or death to street users. The Safe Systems approach provides a guiding framework to design transportation systems and safety

programs with redundancies in place to protect people.

We, the undersigned, ask the City Council to direct staff to prioritize the Safe Systems approach in transportation
planning for all modes of transportation, to work toward developing a Safe System policy recommendation for road
safety, and to set an ambitious timeline for pursuing the city’s goal of zero severe injuries and roadway fatalities on

streets in Palo Alto.

Sponsored by: Walk Bike Palo Alto, 350SV Palo Alto Climate Team, Palo Alto Council of PTAs (PTAC), and Silicon Valley Bicycle Coalition (SVBC)

Printed Name Zip Code Signature Volunteer? | PAUSD?
I Y O O A O Yes | Parent
Email (We'll send occasional alerts. We never share your info) Phone Texts? No Student
N Y O O C OO

Printed Name Zip Code Signature Volunteer? | PAUSD?
I O O N O Yes | Parent
Email (We'll send occasional alerts. We never share your info) Phone Texts? No Student
I Y Y I OO O %

Printed Name Zip Code Signature Volunteer? | PAUSD?
I O O A O Yes | Parent
Email (We’ll send occasional alerts. We never share your info) Phone Texts? No Student
N Y Y Y O OO O

Printed Name Zip Code Signature Volunteer? | PAUSD?
I O O A O Yes | Parent
Email (We’ll send occasional alerts. We never share your info) Phone Texts? No Student
N Y I O OO O

Printed Name Zip Code Signature Volunteer? | PAUSD?
I O O A O Yes | Parent
Email (We'll send occasional alerts. We never share your info) Phone Texts? No Student
N Y Y O O

Walk Bike Palo Alto is a local grass roots group working for better active transportation in Palo Alto, encouraging more people
to choose to walk or bike more often — any age, new or longtime residents, whether for health/fitness, for everyday trips, for a more

sustainable future, or just for fun. Learn more at: walkbikepaloalto.org Event/Date:

Circulator Initials:




http://walkbikepaloalto.org
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First Name Last Name Zip Code

Anne Aronson
Nina Bell

Jim Pflasterer
Jessica Roth
Maxene Loh

Barbara Carlitz
Patrice Hazam
Sarah Ryan
Marcela Dorigo

Jan C Gabui

Alex S. Williamson
Victoria Sedillo
Noah Howard
Aviva Kasowski
Tammi Canoosehall
Thomas E. Kopley
Aspen Kopley-Smitt
David Reeder
Megan Selbach-Alle
Brinda Govindan
Ingrid Fryklund
Mark EdwarcLewis

Chitra Swaminathar
Brian Slamkowski
Tess Byler

Sid Brin

Lisa Chz

Alice Staveley
Sanjne Rana
Wendy Chien
Monica Defilippi
Olivier Suinat
Wanlapasiri Person
Bonnie Berg

Megan Formato
Shannon McEntee
Noah Pangalangan
Julia Pangalangan
Julia Salzman
Siyun Li

Nicos Haralabidis
Penny Ellson

Scott Shively
Schoenel  Keating
Kerry Yarkin
Ralph Cahn
Ajwang Rading
Kendra Fadil

Gray Chang

94306
94306
94306
94303
94306
94301
94306
94306
94306
94303
94303
94303
94306
94306
94306
94306
94306
94306
94305
94303
94305
94305
94303
94305
94306
94303
94306
94305
94306
94303
94306
94028
94028
94301
94301
94306
94306
94306
94304
94305
94301
94306
94306
94301
94303
94303
94303
94306
94306

Location & Date

Farmers Market, 03/27/2022
Farmers Market, 03/27/2022
Farmers Market, 03/27/2022
Farmers Market, 03/27/2022
Farmers Market, 03/27/2022
Farmers Market, 03/27/2022
Farmers Market, 03/27/2022
Farmers Market, 03/27/2022
Farmers Market, 03/27/2022
Farmers Market, 03/27/2022
Farmers Market, 03/27/2022
Farmers Market, 03/27/2022
Farmers Market, 03/27/2022
Farmers Market, 03/27/2022
Farmers Market, 03/27/2022
Farmers Market, 03/27/2022
Farmers Market, 03/27/2022
Farmers Market, 03/27/2022
Farmers Market, 03/27/2022
Farmers Market, 03/27/2022
Farmers Market, 03/27/2022
Farmers Market, 03/27/2022
Farmers Market, 03/27/2022
Farmers Market, 03/27/2022
Farmers Market, 03/27/2022
Farmers Market, 03/27/2022
Farmers Market, 03/27/2022
Farmers Market, 03/27/2022
Farmers Market, 03/27/2022
Farmers Market, 03/27/2022
Farmers Market, 03/27/2022
Farmers Market, 03/27/2022
Farmers Market, 03/27/2022
Farmers Market, 03/27/2022
Farmers Market, 03/27/2022
Farmers Market, 03/27/2022
Farmers Market, 03/27/2022
Farmers Market, 03/27/2022
Farmers Market, 03/27/2022
Farmers Market, 03/27/2022
Farmers Market, 03/27/2022
Farmers Market, 03/27/2022
Farmers Market, 03/27/2022
Farmers Market, 03/27/2022
Farmers Market, 03/27/2022
Farmers Market, 03/27/2022
Farmers Market, 03/27/2022
Farmers Market, 03/27/2022
Farmers Market, 03/27/2022





50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99

Michaela cerrato
Reid Kleckner
Mollie Black
Maua Nanga
Sarah Kratzer
David Foster
Harvey Alcabes
lan honmyo
Jennifer Kang
Charles Spalding
Nanda Garber
Lawrence  Markosian
Sherry Listgarten
Jenny Tran
Sandy Hirsh
Ushay Kumar
Karen Lu

Himani Manglani
Ngan Do
Jen-Chung Chang
Chip Wytmar
Felber Matthias
Kristine Tolbert
Crystal Botham
Khang Pham
Jean-FrancoiMerckling
Joseph Mesterhazy
Emilie Hung
Heike Fischer
Rosemary Stevens
Sue Cooper
Tyler McDaniel
Christopher Jette
Carly Bliss
K(athryn)  Pecka
Perry Randall
Katrina Kud
Bailey Lisiecki
Carina Rossner
Ernie Cusi
Victoria Jaimez
Kathy Harrington
Alma Ceja
Anna Dambrosio
Steve Frankel
Geoff Burns
Min-Yi Shen
Pablo Paredes
Claudio

Jack Andraka

94301
94301
94306
94306
94306
94301
94306
94306
94303
94303
94303
94303
94306
94306
94306
94306
94306
94306
94306
94306
94303
94304
94301
94306
94306
94303
94306
94303
94301
94303
94301
94305
94306
94301
94301
94306
94306
94301
94301
94303
94303
94301
94303
94306
94301
94303
94306
94303
94303
94303

Farmers Market, 03/27/2022
Farmers Market, 03/27/2022
Farmers Market, 03/27/2022
Farmers Market, 03/27/2022
Farmers Market, 03/27/2022
Farmers Market, 03/27/2022
BTWD Mitchell Park, 05/21/2022
BTWD Mitchell Park, 05/21/2022
BTWD Mitchell Park, 05/21/2022
BTWD Mitchell Park, 05/21/2022
BTWD Mitchell Park, 05/21/2022
BTWD Mitchell Park, 05/21/2022
BTWD Mitchell Park, 05/21/2022
BTWD Mitchell Park, 05/21/2022
BTWD Mitchell Park, 05/21/2022
BTWD Mitchell Park, 05/21/2022
BTWD Mitchell Park, 05/21/2022
BTWD Mitchell Park, 05/21/2022
BTWD Mitchell Park, 05/21/2022
BTWD Mitchell Park, 05/21/2022
BTWD Mitchell Park, 05/21/2022
BTWD Mitchell Park, 05/21/2022
BTWD Mitchell Park, 05/21/2022
BTWD Mitchell Park, 05/21/2022
BTWD Mitchell Park, 05/21/2022
BTWD Mitchell Park, 05/21/2022
BTWD Mitchell Park, 05/21/2022
BTWD Mitchell Park, 05/21/2022
BTWD University Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD University Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD University Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD University Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD University Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD University Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD University Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD University Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD University Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD University Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD University Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD University Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD University Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD University Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD University Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD University Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD University Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD California Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD California Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD California Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD California Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD California Ave, 05/20/2022





100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111
112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126
127
128
129
130
131
132
133
134
135
136
137
138
139
140
141
142
143
144
145
146
147
148
149

Zachary
Kathleen
Edmond
Xander
Greg
Sarah
Thomas
Ed
Anshul
Sandhya
Meredith
Justin
Rheunn
Diane
Sarah
Sofoklis
Margaret
David
Jessica
Matthew
Julie
Matt

Rob
Michele
Santiago
Rebecca
Alice
Matt
Stephanie
Peter
Will
Arthur
Stefan
Terry
Brittany
Josh
Jonathan
David
Mackenzie
Sharon
Lawrence
Jane
Tom
Kristina
James
Eileen
Anne
Jens
Erika
Louise

Bruedt
Creel

Zui
Naumenko
Ritter
Longstreth
Schroeder
Yao
Mittal
Laddha
Bohen
Chiao
Kunita
Moore
Hudson
Goulas
Rickling
Adams
Jordan
Adelman
Anderson
Cao
Kwasnick
Kwasnick
Isaza
Sales
Serenska
O'Neill
Siow
Siow
Wagman
Liberman
Rosner
Roberts
Bir
Bingham
Adelman
Haas
Simper
Viggiano
Garwin
Rosten
Lopez
Menton
Cook
Stolee
Schmitt
Jensen
Enos
Roche

94303
94301
94306
94303
94301
94303
94301
94303
94306
94306
94305
94306
94303
94306
94306
94303
94306
94306
94306
94306
94306
94306
94301
94301
94303
94301
94305
94303
94301
94301
94303
94306
94306
94303
94306
94301
94309
94306
94301
94303
94301
94306
94306
94306
94306
94306
94306
94306
94306
94306

BTWD California Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD California Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD California Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD California Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD California Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD California Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD California Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD California Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD California Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD California Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD California Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD California Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD California Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD California Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD California Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD California Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD California Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD California Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD California Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD California Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD California Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD California Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD California Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD California Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD California Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD California Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD California Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD California Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD California Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD California Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD California Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD California Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD California Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD California Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD California Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD California Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD California Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD California Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD California Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD California Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD California Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD California Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD California Ave, 05/20/2022
BTWD California Ave, 05/20/2022
College Terrace 03/26/2022

College Terrace 03/26/2022

College Terrace 03/26/2022

College Terrace 03/26/2022

College Terrace 03/26/2022

College Terrace 03/26/2022





150
151
152
153
154
155
156
157
158
159
160
161
162
163
164
165
166
167
168
169
170
171
172
173
174
175
176
177
178
179
180
181
182
183
184
185
186
187
188
189
190
191
192
193
194
195
196
197
198
199

Aidan Roche
Mike Naar

Pria Graves
Annette Ross

Fred Balin

Mary A. Bartolomay
Ann LafargueBalin
Sarah Kurtz
William H.  Durham
Matt Davis
Chris Sachieri
Becky Fuson
Peter Broadwell
Lynnie Melena
Gail Reeder
Audrey Gold
Cynthia Wood
Surbhi Singhal
Satomi Okazaki
Eric Migicovsky
Peter van Kuran
Camelia Holland
Desiree Docktor
Steve Miller
Alexander Franz
Annette Salvatori
Joseph Oorebeek
Ria Arnout

Ann Reisenauer
Robert McDaniel
Byron Bland

Lissy Bland
Anshul Mittal
Margaret Lee

Guy Pinchasi
Hebe Garcia-Bolio
Laura Song
Sarah Nibecker
Willemijn van Deursen
Luc Pardehpoost
Megan Selbach-Alle
Kc McKanna
Neva Yarkin
Sarah Nitzan
Daniel Nitzan
John Herrema
Brandon Bark
Lindley Miller
Maria Williams
Betsy Gamburd

94306
94306
94306
94306
94306
94306
94306
94306
94306
94306
94306
94306
94306
94306
94306
94305
94306
94306
94301
94301
94303
94301
94303
94303
94301
94301
94306
94303
94306
94306
94306
94306
94306
94303
94303
94306
94301
94303
94305
94301
94305
94305
94301
94301
94301
94303
94306
94301
94306
94301

College Terrace 03/26/2022
College Terrace 03/26/2022
College Terrace 03/26/2022
College Terrace 03/26/2022
College Terrace 03/26/2022
College Terrace 03/26/2022
College Terrace 03/26/2022
College Terrace 03/26/2022
College Terrace 03/26/2022
KFD pers outreach 03/27/2022
KFD pers outreach 03/27/2022
KFD pers outreach 03/27/2022
KFD pers outreach 03/27/2022
KFD pers outreach 03/27/2022
KFD pers outreach 03/27/2022
KFD pers outreach 03/30/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022





200
201
202
203
204
205
206
207
208
209
210
211
212
213
214
215
216
217
218
219
220
221
222
223
224
225
226
227
228
229
230
231
232
233
234
235
236
237
238
239
240
241
242
243
244
245
246
247
248
249

Jan
Thomas
Kat
Mark
Jasmine
Brinda
Caleb
Kelly
Curtis
Eva
Julie
Emily
Rob
Jaya
Catherine
Elizabeth
Elise
Martha
Nalini
Joanne
Mary
Maddie
Layne
Patrice
Subbu
Natallia
Jayant
Enshia
Murtaza
Laurie
Boaz
David
Alexandra
Daniel
Hsun-Tzu
Ben
Scott
Wenyi
Adam
Alex
Karisa
Tamar
Bruce
Wiliam
Paul
Alisha
Ali

Reid
Daniel
Edwin

Boegeholz
Whatley
Barnett
Webber
Martin
Govindan
Zerger
Harrington
Smolar

de la Serna
Anderson
McMilin
Schlub
Chand
Perman
Pirrotta
Congreve
Castillo
Gunawarden
Newman
Rose
Vitanza
Hazam
Hazam
Deiva
Mauge
Thatte

Li

Hussain
Ostacher
Sedun
Kouns
Eremia
Hasel
Chen
Helvensteijn
Berger
Jiang
Garske
Mallery
Galindo
Green
Phillips
Fenton
Adrzanz
Birk

Moiz
Kleckner
Alberson
Jaqua

94306
94306
94306
94303
94303
94303
94305
94306
94301
94305
94306
94306
94306
94306
94301
94306
94304
94303
94303
94304
94304
94303
94306
94306
94301
94301
94301
94306
94306
94305
94306
94306
94306
94306
94306
94303
94306
94306
94306
94305
94303
94306
94306
94306
94306
94306
94301
94301
94306
94306

Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Farmer Market, 08/21/2022
Hoover Park, 09/25/2022

Hoover Park, 09/25/2022





250
251
252
253
254
255
256
257
258
259
260
261

Andrew
Dawen
Sonya
Mimi
Jeb
Ping
Jessica
Symon
Kai
Li-Ying
Julian
Duncan

Wen

Kou
Bradski
Wolf
Eddy

Lee
Grembi
Harada
Mirchandani
Chang
Gomez
Maccanell

94301
94306
94306
94306
94301
94303
94301
94303
94303
94303
94303
94306

Hoover Park, 09/25/2022
Hoover Park, 09/25/2022
Hoover Park, 09/25/2022
Hoover Park, 09/25/2022
Hoover Park, 09/25/2022
Hoover Park, 09/25/2022
Hoover Park, 09/25/2022
Hoover Park, 09/25/2022
Hoover Park, 09/25/2022
Hoover Park, 09/25/2022
Hoover Park, 09/25/2022
Hoover Park, 09/25/2022





Safe Streets for Palo Alto!

Mar 16 2022 Arnout Boelens Signatures

Target:

Palo Alto City Council
Region:

United States of America
Website:

walkbikepaloalto.org

Over 60% of middle and high school PAUSD students walk and bike to school every day, and the City of Palo Alto is in the top 5
cities nation-wide with a population over 60,000 with the most bicycle commuters. Yet, Palo Alto does not have a road safety
policy in place to protect these and other vulnerable road users, and to support the Comprehensive Plan Goal T-6.2, “Pursue the
goal of zero severe injuries and roadway fatalities on Palo Alto city streets.”

As humans, we are vulnerable to injury and make mistakes. Let’s do all we can to create an environment that reduces risk of
serious injury or death to street users. The Safe Systems approach provides a guiding framework to design transportation
systems and safety programs with redundancies in place to protect people.

We, the undersigned, ask City Council to direct staff to prioritize the Safe Systems approach in transportation planning for
all modes of transportation, to work toward developing a Safe System policy recommendation for road safety, and to set
an ambitious timeline for pursuing the city’s goal of zero severe injuries and roadway fatalities on streets in Palo Alto.

A Safe System approach prioritizes the elimination of crashes that result in death and severe injuries and has been
adopted by the U.S. Department of Transportation and Caltrans. Palo Alto needs a safe transportation network for people
of all ages and abilities who walk, bike, ride transit and drive, including our vulnerable youngest commuters on their way to
school and seniors. Lack of perceived and actual safety and comfort is a known, significant deterrent to walking, bicycling,
and transit use.

A Safe System approach would move the city toward 2022 City Council adopted priorities by enabling more active
lifestyles, benefitting the mental and physical health and safety of Palo Alto residents, and advancing environmentally
sustainable transportation choices that help to address climate change.



https://www.gopetition.com/signatures/safe-streets-for-palo-alto-2.html

https://www.gopetition.com/contact/author/111276

https://www.gopetition.com/petition-campaigns/united-states-of-america

http://walkbikepaloalto.org/safe-streets/
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Title

Dr

Mr
ms
Mr

Dr.

Ms.
Dr.
Ms.
Dr.
Dr
mrs
Ms
Me.
Ms

Ms.
Ms.

Dr

Dr.

Mr

Mr
Ms

Ms.
MS.

First name
Arnout
Nicole
Robert
Tracy
Lup
susan
Juan
Rachael
Jessica
Matt
Catherine
Natasha
Kathy
Maria
Christy
Shree
Francis
Linda
Christopher
Coco
Nanda
adrienne
Jerry
Aleksandar
Sam
Peggy
Monica
KATHLEEN
Rebecca
Renee
Kara
Mridula
Mabel
Mariya
Andrea
Meri
Jatziri
Joyce
Fang
Penelope
Madhuri
Annie
Kaitlyn
Vani
Dwipal
Steven
Vishal
Abraham
Christina
Madeline
Jenine
Mary

Last name
Boelens

Zoeller Boelens

Neff
Staton

Ng
chamberlain
Caviglia
Panizzo
Asay
Bryant
Spurin
Nicol
Durham
Abilock
Rice
Sandilya
Viggiano
Henigin
Colohan
Matthey
Garber

lee

Klein

Totic
Friedman
Shapera
Stone
EARLY
Thompson
Banerjee
Baker
Shukla
Yiu
Pivtoraiko
N

Varkila
Valtierra
Liang

Cai
Mcdermott
Devidi
Chan

Liao
Hombal
Desai
Davis
Mangla
Bagherjeiran
Sang
Elles-Hill
Morris
Bussmann

City

Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Stanford
Palo Alto
palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Stanford
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Stanford
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto

State
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA

Date

Mar 16, 2022
Mar 16, 2022
Mar 16, 2022
Mar 17, 2022
Mar 17, 2022
Mar 17, 2022
Mar 17, 2022
Mar 17, 2022
Mar 17, 2022
Mar 18, 2022
Mar 18, 2022
Mar 19, 2022
Mar 20, 2022
Mar 23, 2022
Mar 24, 2022
Mar 25, 2022
Mar 26, 2022
Mar 29, 2022
Mar 29, 2022
Mar 29, 2022
Mar 29, 2022
Apr 01, 2022
Apr 01, 2022
Apr 02, 2022
Apr 02, 2022
Apr 02, 2022
Apr 03, 2022
Apr 03, 2022
Apr 03, 2022
Apr 07, 2022
Apr 10, 2022
Apr 12, 2022
Apr 12, 2022
Apr 12, 2022
Apr 12, 2022
Apr 12, 2022
Apr 12, 2022
Apr 12, 2022
Apr 13, 2022
Apr 13, 2022
Apr 14, 2022
Apr 14, 2022
Apr 14, 2022
Apr 15, 2022
Apr 15, 2022
Apr 15, 2022
Apr 15, 2022
Apr 15, 2022
Apr 15, 2022
Apr 21, 2022
Apr 21, 2022
Apr 21, 2022





53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99
100
101
102
103
104
105

Mr.
Mrs

Ms

Mr.
Ms
Mr

Ms
Dr.

Ms
Mrs

Ms
Mrs.
Mr

Mrs

mr
Dr.
Dr.

Ms

Mrs.
Ms
Mr.

Dr.
Ms

Dr

Mrs.

Mrs.
Ms
Mr
Mr
Mrs
Mr.

Richard
Corianne
ROBERT
Marion
Deborah (she/her)
James
Jessica
Luis
Josh
Richard
Diego
Krista
Risto
Jessica
Ava

Ana

Lisa
Marina
Allison
Sanket
Keri
Janaki
Christopher
Michelle
Gail
Gaby
Yayoi
maitt
Catherine
Jenna
Suzi
Maggie
Felice
Rachel
Robyn
Ramakrishna
Emilie
Matt
Amanda
Rachel
Susanne
Pei
Michael
Lakshmi
Aparna
Monica
Kai
David
Eric
Kathy
Jeff
Jeffrey
Andrew

Marty

Van Den Akker

BABCOCK
Beach
Bennett
Pflasterer
McClellan
Valente
Star-Lack
Ellson
Rodriguez
Lawlor
Miikkulaien
Galbraith
Hahn

Day

Talbot
Wolters
Quick

Naik
Wagner

Ramachandran

Murray
Coyle
Reeder
Hugenmatter
lzumi

O'Neill

Reed
Rinsky

Emanuele manbeck

S

Wilson
Bender
Reiss
Satyavolu
Cappella
Bryant
Ross
Croft
Wisén
Cao
Moloney
M
Rangarajan
Brandt

Ito

Coale
Nordman
Nordman
Greenfield
Lu

Lu

Page 2

Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Stanford
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
palo alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto
Palo Alto

CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
Ca
Ca
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA

Apr 21, 2022
Apr 22, 2022
Apr 25, 2022
Apr 25, 2022
May 06, 2022
May 07, 2022
May 07, 2022
May 09, 2022
May 21, 2022
May 22, 2022
May 22, 2022
May 22, 2022
May 22, 2022
May 22, 2022
May 22, 2022
May 23, 2022
May 23, 2022
May 23, 2022
May 23, 2022
May 23, 2022
May 23, 2022
May 23, 2022
May 23, 2022
May 23, 2022
May 23, 2022
May 23, 2022
May 23, 2022
May 23, 2022
May 24, 2022
May 24, 2022
May 24, 2022
May 24, 2022
May 25, 2022
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Opinion: Palo Alto needs a road safety policy

by Arnout Boelens / Contributor

Uploaded: Fri, Jan 20, 2023, 6:50 am

The city of Palo Alto does better on road safety than many U.S. cities; however, anyone who has walked or bicycled in Palo Alto, or has
tried to parallel park on our busiest streets for that matter, can understand there is plenty of room for safety improvement.

Roads like Embarcadero and Middlefield see many crashes involving all kinds of road users. These collisions are no accident. Multilane
arterials and their intersections are built for speed at the cost of road safety with multiple auto lanes in each direction, enabling
uncontrolled passing and very limited space for bicycles and pedestrian facilities. For speeds over 20 mph, the risk of a fatality
increases exponentially when a crash between a car and a pedestrian or bicyclist occurs.

Improving road safety starts with policy change. Today, 60% of middle and high school students in the Palo Alto Unified School District
walk and bike to school, and Palo Alto is ranked in the top five cities nationwide with a population of bicycle commuters above 60,000.

Yet, Palo Alto has never implemented detailed policies and programs to reach their goal of zero severe injuries and fatalities on city
streets to protect these vulnerable road users, as stated in the 2030 comprehensive plan.

To improve road safety, the city could adopt a Safe System policy for road safety and set an ambitious timeline for pursuing its existing
goal of zero severe injuries and roadway fatalities on streets in Palo Alto. That's something that Hoboken, New Jersey, has been able to
achieve for the last four years.

Traditionally, a city like Palo Alto makes sure infrastructure is up to code and monitors the crashes happening on its streets. When
enough crashes take place at a specific location, safety improvements may be implemented. Under a Safe System approach, a city
does not wait for tragedy to happen; instead, it applies known safety principles proactively and systematically for any repaving or new
infrastructure project.

In addition, a severe or fatal crash would lead to a forensic analysis on how to improve road safety at that location beyond mere code
compliance. This leads to a process of continuous road safety improvements and to a shared responsibility of road safety between the
road user and the city.

crashes in Palo Alto and 13 victims of fatal crashes in the city between 2010 and 2019. Of these severe crash victims, 15 were
pedestrians, 31 were bicyclists, and 40 were motor vehicle occupants. Of the fatalities, seven were pedestrians, one was a bicyclist,
and five were motor vehicle occupants.

For these crashes, the top three primary collision factors were driving or bicycling under the influence of alcohol or drugs, improper
turning and unsafe speed. Eleven of the severe crash victims were 18 years old or younger. This does not include the fatal crash on
California Avenue at EI Camino Real in early 2020 that took the life of a local middle school boy. Two-thirds of these crashes took place
on high speed roads like Oregon Expressway, El Camino Real and Embarcadero and Middlefield roads.

Crashes on these streets are likely to continue unless we implement a Safe System policy that acknowledges that a severe or fatal
crash is a sign of a flaw in our transportation system and something we should learn from and fix. This kind of post-crash care has been
endorsed by the Federal Highway Administration and Caltrans in their respective Safe System road safety policies.

By adopting a local Safe System policy and setting an ambitious program with measurable objectives and specific timeline to pursue
zero traffic fatalities and severe injuries, the Palo Alto City Council would prioritize this proactive approach to road safety for all road
users. This would protect children walking and bicycling to school and seniors, who are at especially high risk in a crash. It will make
road conditions safer for all road users, including drivers and others who may need other transportation options to get where they need
to go.

People are vulnerable to injury and make mistakes. Let's do all we can to create an environment that reduces risk of collisions and
injury to all street users — people who walk, bike, drive and use transit. Let's make our local streets work better for everyone.

Arnout Boelens is a bike safety advocate who serves as the Palo Alto PTA Council Safe Routes to School chairperson and is a member
of Walk Bike Palo Alto and the City of Palo Alto Pedestrian and Bicycle Advisory Committee.

© 2023 Palo Alto Online. All rights reserved.
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Crash report for Palo Alto, 2010-2019

Arnout M.P. Boelens

November 5, 2022

In a sustainably safe road traffic system ...

... the road and the vehicle protect you and those around you
against major traffic hazards ... traffic professionals work to-
gether and check one another to achieve a maximally safe
result ... the road is intended to facilitate traffic flow or ex-
change across traffic, but not both ... every child can safely
walk or cycle to school, thanks to proper neighbourhood plan-
ning, a safe road lay-out, safe speeds, and being sufficiently
physically protected ... the older road user understands how
the traffic system is intended to work and can thus safely op-
erate in traffic situations ... the government accepts ultimate
responsibility for a casualty-free traffic system ... unsafety
and each party’s responsibility in connection with it are ac-
knowledged and acted on using a risk-based approach ... all
fatal crashes are investigated to establish why things still go
wrong. [34]

1 Introduction

This report analyses pedestrian, bicyclist, and motor vehicle occupant crash
data for the City of Palo Alto during the years 2010-2019. This time span
is recent, but excludes the COVID-19 pandemic and the associated changes
in travel patterns. In addition, this time span is long enough to gather
reasonable statistics. The data used in this report comes from different aca-
demic studies and the Transportation Injury Mapping System (TIMS) [29],
which is maintained by the Safe Transportation Research and Education
Center (SafeTREC) at the University of California, Berkeley. The data in
TIMS is the same data as the Statewide Integrated Traffic Records System
(SWITRS) data of the state of California [6], but it is geocoded for easier

mapping.





1.1 Crash reporting

The crash data in the SWITRS database is from police reports, which means
that two caveats have to be mentioned: (i) pedestrian and bicyclists crashes
are seriously under reported in police reports [32] [19] [11], and (ii) a police
officer is no medical professional. A quick analysis of the level of injury at
the crash scene is not the same as a full medical evaluation at a hospital
[24]. For this reason crash severity is only listed as severe or non-severe in
this report, where severe is defined as severe or fatal as used in the SWITRS
database and non-severe all other crashes. The under reporting of crashes
means that probably many more crashes happened in the period 2010 -2019
than are reported in this report. This includes solo bike crashes that did
not involve any other vehicles, which can make up up to 60% of all bicycle
crashes in hospital crash data [37].

1.2 Normalization

Another difficulty, especially in the analysis of pedestrian and bicycle crash
data, is normalization. To accurately compare the number of crashes be-
tween different areas, one needs to know how many miles are traveled per
mode of transportation. Generally, this data is not available for pedestri-
ans and bicyclists. When its is available [30], short trips, and thus active
transportation modes, tend to be undercounted in travel surveys [20].

To compare crashes between different intersections, one needs to know
the volume per mode. This data is generally also not available. However,
there is a recent study funded by Caltrans to model the pedestrian exposure
along their roads [16]. This makes it possible to rank the intersections along
El Camino Real for pedestrian safety.

Lastly, even when crash data can be normalized it is important to realize
that there are other factors, apart from road safety measures, that affect risk.
For vehicle occupants fatality rates this includes factors such as the level of
urbanization, traffic congestion, and the mean vehicle age [26]. These kinds
of factors can also be expected to influence pedestrian and bicyclist safety.

In a couple of figures in this report the crash data is presented by age
group. Figure [1] shows the age distribution of the population of Palo Alto
(2019) and is provided as a reference. The data comes from the American
Community Survey (ACS) 2015-2019. However, the mode share in each
age group is not known. Neither does this figure take into account all the
students living on the Stanford University campus who go to Palo Alto
regularly, or all the workers who commute to Palo Alto for their work [9].
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Figure 1: Age distribution of the population of Palo Alto (2019). From
American Community Survey (ACS) 2015-2019.

2 Pedestrian road safety

2.1 Overall safety

A first question one can ask is how does Palo Alto perform on pedestrian
road safety compared to other towns and cities in California. The California
Office of Traffic Safety (OTS) releases a crash ranking and Palo Alto scores
quite poorly, with a score of 19/102 in 2018 [7]. However, this crash ranking
illustrates the importance of selecting the right denominator to normalize
crash data. The OTS crash ranking uses vehicle miles traveled (VMT) to
compute the exposure of pedestrians, which is a very poor choice. If everyone
only walks and bikes, there would be no vehicle miles traveled, and the
ranking would go to infinity. This creates an artificially high collision rate
for pedestrians and bicyclists and results in a poor ranking for towns like
Palo Alto.

Figure 2] and Figure [3] show the results of a study which normalizes
pedestrian crash data with pedestrian kilometers traveled [30]. Using data
from the 2010-2012 California Household Travel Survey (CHTS) a model is
created that estimates the pedestrian kilometers traveled per census tract.
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Figure 2: Non-severe pedestrian crashes per million km traveled walking.
In the light gray census tracts not enough data is available to estimate the
kilometers walked. The Palo Alto city limits are shown in black. The data
in this plot comes from Reference [30].
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This data is combined with crash data from TIMS to compute the non-severe
(Figure [2) and severe (Figure |3|) pedestrian crashes per million km traveled
walking. Severe is defined as a crash that results in severe injury or death,
and non-severe is defined as all other crashes. Information on the severeness
of a crash is present in the SWITRS database. Since the model computes
kilometers traveled per census tract, it does not make good predictions for
areas where a lot of people visit compared to their population. This includes
locations like the Baylands and Foothills Park. However, for other areas the
model allows for a comparison of the road safety between Palo Alto and
neighboring communities. The Palo Alto city limits are shown in black.
Looking at non-severe injuries, Figure |2 suggest that Palo Alto’s road
safety for pedestrians is slightly worse than neighboring communities. The
difference being, that census tracts with a rate of 0.0 — 0.75 crashes per
million km are more common outside of Palo Alto. For severe injuries,
Figure |3| indicates that Palo Alto’s road safety for pedestrians is slightly
better than neighboring communities. Census tracts with a rate of 2.0 — 4.0
crashes per million km seem more common outside of Palo Alto. Overall,
Palo Alto does a lot better on pedestrian road safety than its OTS crash
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Figure 3: Severe pedestrian crashes per million km traveled walking. In
the light gray census tracts not enough data is available to estimate the
kilometers walked. The Palo Alto city limits are shown in black. The data
in this plot comes from Reference [30].

ranking suggests.

How do these numbers fit in a broader context? Using data from the
same study it is also possible to compute the average fatality rate for different
jurisdictions. Figure [d]shows the pedestrian fatality rate per million kilome-
tres walked in California, Santa Clara County, San Mateo County, Moun-
tain View, Palo Alto, and Menlo Park, for the period 2003-2012. Census
tracts in the Foothills and Baylands are not considered in the calculations
for Mountain View, Palo Alto, and Menlo Park because they are outliers
compared to the rest of these cities. Census tracts that are gray in Fig-
ure [2] and Figure [3] because of a lack of collision data, do contribute to the
number of kilometers walked. The pedestrian fatality rate in Palo Alto is
lower than the average fatality rates of California, Santa Clara County, and
San Mateo County. Factors that can contribute to this difference include:
walking infrastructure and street design, the level of urbanization, and traf-
fic congestion [20] [5]. Comparing the pedestrian fatality rate of Palo Alto
with Menlo Park and Mountain View shows that walking in Mountain View
is relatively unsafe, while walking in Menlo Park is a slightly safer than in
Palo Alto.
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Figure 4: Pedestrian fatality rate per million kilometres walked in California,
Santa Clara County, San Mateo County, Mountain View, Palo Alto, and
Menlo Park, 2003-2012 [30]. Census tracts in the Foothills and Baylands
are not considered in the calculations for Mountain View, Palo Alto, and
Menlo Park.
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Figure 5: Pedestrian fatality rate per million kilometres walked in the USA,
the UK, Germany, Denmark, and the Netherlands, 2000-2018 [5].
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Figure 6: Probability density map of pedestrian victims, 2010-2019. The
integral of the probability density map over all of Palo Alto is one. The
color map indicates the probability of a pedestrian crash per meter squared.

Broadening our view even further, Figure [5|shows the pedestrian fatality
rate per million kilometers walked for the US, UK, Germany, Denmark, and
the Netherlands [5]. One can see that in the last two decades there were
about 0.11 pedestrian fatalities per million km walked in the US. This is in
line with the fatality rate for California. This figure also shows that while
Palo Alto does relatively well on road safety compared to other jurisdictions
in the US, there is plenty of room to improve. While the pedestrian fatal-
ity rate in the US has been relatively stable, many western countries have
steadily improved their road safety over the last two decades. Some of the
factors that play a role include: walking infrastructure and street design,
speed limits, traffic calming, parking restrictions, traffic laws and enforce-
ment, alcohol-related traffic fatalities, traffic education, vehicle size, vehicle
km traveled, and the population age distribution [5].

2.2 High crash areas and corridors

Where do these pedestrian crashes occur? Figure [6] shows the probability
density map of pedestrian victims, 2010-2019. The integral of the proba-
bility density map over all of Palo Alto is one. The color map indicates





the probability of pedestrian crash victims per meter squared. Downtown
has the highest pedestrian crash probability in Palo Alto. Whether this
is due to a large amount of pedestrian traffic or whether this area is also
relatively unsafe is impossible to say without pedestrian traffic count data.
The fact that University Ave is both a shopping street and a thoroughfare
for motorized traffic does not help from a safety perspective. Safe road de-
sign guidelines suggest that a road should have a traffic flow function or an
exchange function, but not both [34].

California Ave is another area with a heightened crash probability. How-
ever, not at the same levels as downtown. Other corridors that stand out
are El Camino Real, Middlefield Road, and Embarcadero Road. These are
all high-speed, multi-lane, thoroughfares designed only for cars. Apart from
the major intersections and Downtown, Alma St does not stand out as a
crash corridor for pedestrians. Since the design of Alma does not differ sig-
nificantly from other major thoroughfares in town, this can most likely be
attributed to a lack of destinations and thus pedestrian traffic along this
corridor. In addition, due to the presence of the train tracks all destinations
along Alma, are only on one side of the road. Lastly, the pedestrian crashes
along 101 stand out. Both at the junction of Embarcadero/Oregon Express-
way and south of Colorado. These crashes are responsible for the bad safety
track record of the Baylands in Figures [2] and

As mentioned before, for most of Palo Alto there is no data available on
pedestrian traffic volumes and crash data cannot be normalized. However,
this data is available for El Camino [16]. In this study, pedestrian traffic
volumes are modeled along roads operated by Caltrans using counts and
parameters that correlate with pedestrian traffic. The crash data are from
TIMS and only crashes within 75m of the center of an intersection are con-
sidered. Figure [7] and Table [T] show the results for Palo Alto. Data for the
intersection with Embarcadero Rd is not provided by this study. While all
of El Camino is dangerous to pedestrians, the most hazardous intersections
for pedestrians along El Camino are: Barron Ave, S California Ave, Sand
Hill Rd, and Hansen Way. Like nearly all intersections along El Camino
these intersections lack basic pedestrian safety measures, including median
islands, bulb-outs to look past parked cars, removal of slip lanes, and traffic
signal phasing that prevents conflicts between pedestrians and motorized
traffic.
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Figure 7: Pedestrian crash victims per year per one million pedestrian cross-
ings, 2010-2019. The most dangerous intersections are listed in Table





Intersection with El Camino Victims Volume Rate

Barron Ave 0.3 100000  3.00
S California Ave 0.4 180000  2.20
Sand Hill Rd 0.3 150000  2.00
Hansen Way 0.2 100000  2.00
Stanford Ave 0.3 220000  1.40
Oregon Expy/Page Mill Rd 0.5 390000 1.30
Oxford Ave 0.2 170000  1.20
Kendall Ave 0.1 86000  1.20
Wilton Ave 0.1 90000  1.10
Margarita Ave 0.1 99000  1.00
Military Way 0.1 100000  1.00
Shopping Center Way 0.1 120000  0.83
Quarry Rd 0.1 130000  0.77
Los Altos Ave/Cesano Ct 0.1 160000  0.63
Palo Alto Sq 0.1 170000  0.59

Table 1: List of the most dangerous intersections for pedestrians on El
Camino Real, 2010-2019. Victims is the average number of pedestrian vic-
tims per year (TIMS). Volume is number of pedestrians crossing at an inter-
section per year [16]. Rate is the number of victims per year per one million
pedestrian crossings.
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Figure 8: Age distribution of pedestrian victims, 2010-2019.
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2.3 Age distribution and crash times

In this last section on pedestrian road safety a closer look is taken at the
TIMS data over the period 2010 - 2019.  Figure |8 shows the age distri-
bution of pedestrian crash victims. Comparing the age distribution of the
population of Palo Alto in Figure [I] with the crash data age distribution, the
age groups of 20 to 35 years and 50 to 60 years are overrepresented in the
data. This is surprising because, as can be seen in Figure [ in pedestrian
fatality data of the US overall, these are not age groups that are at a higher
risk [4]. However, Stanford University is nearby with lots of people in the
20 to 35 years age range and many people commute to Palo Alto for work,
which could skew the age distribution. The high number of severe crashes
for seniors, on the other hand, is consistent with the literature [4]. Figure |§|
shows that during the years 2008-2009, in the US, 0.215 people of 65 and
over got into a fatal pedestrian crash per million km walked, which is more
than twice as high as the average over all age groups. The data for Germany
shows that the same trends can be observed internationally, but at much
lower fatality rates.

Figure [I0]shows the times at which pedestrian crashes occur for different
age groups. There are three distinctive peaks in the data: the morning
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Figure 9: Pedestrian fatalities for different age groups per 1 million km
walked in the USA and Germany, 2008-2009 [4].
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Figure 10: Time of crash by age group for pedestrians, 2010-2019.
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Figure 11: Crashes per month between 16:00h and 19:00h for pedestrians,
2010-2019.

commute, lunch hour, and the evening commute. These are all times that
one can expect both many people walking and driving. However, there are
especially many crashes during the evening commute. On the shortest day
of the year, December 21st, sunrise in Palo Alto is at 7:20, right before
the morning rush hour, and sunset is around 17:00h, right in the middle
of the evening rush hour. It is known from the literature that sun glare
can negatively affect road safety [25]. To evaluate whether people being
blinded by the sun and poor street lighting could be contributing factors in
the evening commute crashes in Palo Alto, Figure [11] shows the crashes per
month that happen between 16:00h and 19:00h for pedestrians. There is a
large peak in the number of crashes for December, January, and February,
which suggests that this could indeed be the case. The more modest increase
of crashes in the summer months needs to be investigated further.
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Figure 12: Non-severe bicyclist crashes per million km traveled cycling. In
the light gray census tracts there is not enough data available to estimate
the kilometers cycled. The Palo Alto city limits are shown in black. The
data in this plot comes from Reference [30].

3 Bicycle road safety

3.1 Overall safety

In addition to the pedestrian ranking, the California Office of Traffic Safety
(OTS) also releases a crash ranking for bicyclists. In 2018 Palo Alto ranked
very poorly with a score of 2/102. The same study, cited above, that evalu-
ates the pedestrian crash rate also analyzes bicyclist crash rates using kilo-
meters bicycled [30]. The results are shown in Figure and Figure
Again, severe is defined as a crash that results in severe injury or death,
and non-severe is defined as all other crashes. Since the model computes
kilometers traveled per census tract, it does not make good predictions for
areas where a lot of people visit compared to their population. This includes
locations like the Baylands and Foothills Park. The Palo Alto city limits
are shown in black. Looking at non-severe injuries, Figure [12| suggest that
Palo Alto’s road safety for bicyclists is worse than neighboring communi-
ties. Nearly all of Palo Alto is in the 6.0 — 12.5 crashes per million km
cycled range, while outside of Palo Alto the 3.0 — 6.0 crashes per million
km cycled range is more common. The results in Figure [13| are consistent
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Figure 13: Severe bicyclist crashes per million km traveled cycling. In the
light gray census tracts there is not enough data available to estimate the
kilometers cycled. The Palo Alto city limits are shown in black. The data

in this plot comes from Reference [30].

with this finding. In Palo Alto, neighborhoods with a crash rate of 0.5 —1.0
crashes per million km cycled are quite common, while the range of 0.0 —0.5
crashes per million km cycled is more common in Palo Alto’s neighboring
communities. As a mitigating factor it has to be mentioned that one has to
wonder whether the model fully captures the high mode share of Palo Alto
Unified School District (PAUSD) students bicycling to school [I0]. The dis-
tance they travel to and from school might not be fully captured by the
California Household Transportation Survey (CHTS) and since their high
bicycling mode share is unique in California, it might not correlate well with
the parameters chosen in the model.

How do these numbers compare with other jurisdictions? Figure
shows the pedestrian fatality rate per million kilometres bicycled in Califor-
nia, Santa Clara County, San Mateo County, and Palo Alto, for the period
2003-2012. During this time there were no fatal crashes in Mountain View
and Menlo Park, so there is not enough data for a comparison. The fatality
rate in Palo Alto is based on one fatal crash. Another fatal crash happened
in 2016 and two more in 2020 [29]. Census tracts in the Foothills and Bay-
lands are not considered in the calculations for Palo Alto, because they are
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Figure 14: Bicyclist fatality rate per million kilometres bicycled in Califor-
nia, Santa Clara County, San Mateo County, Mountain View, Palo Alto, and
Menlo Park, 2003-2012 [30]. Census tracts in the Foothills and Baylands
are not considered in this calculation. The statistics in Palo Alto are based
on only one fatality. There were no fatalities in Mountain View and Menlo
Park during this period.

outliers compared to the rest of the city. Census tracts that are gray in
Figure [12| and Figure [13] because of a lack of collision data, do contribute to
the number of kilometers bicycled. The bicyclists fatality rate in Palo Alto
is lower than the average fatality rates of California, Santa Clara County,
and San Mateo County. Factors that can contribute to this difference in-
clude: bicycling infrastructure and street design, the level of urbanization,
and traffic congestion [20] [5].

Figure [15] shows the bicyclist fatality rate per million kilometers cycled
for the US, UK, Germany, Denmark, and the Netherlands [5]. In the last
two decades there were about 0.06 bicyclist fatalities per million km cycled
in the US. California has a lower bicyclist fatality rate than the US as a
whole and, with the caveat of a very small sample size, Palo Alto is at half
the rate of California. As is the case with the pedestrian fatality rate, this
figure also shows that while Palo Alto does relatively well on bicycle road
safety compared to other jurisdictions in the US, there is plenty of room
to improve. Some of the factors that the City of Palo Alto can influence
to improve safety include: bicycle infrastructure and street design, speed
limits, traffic calming, parking restrictions, traffic enforcement, and traffic
education, [5].
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Figure 15: Bicyclist fatality rate per million kilometres cycled in the USA,
the UK, Germany, Denmark, and the Netherlands, 20002018 [5].
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3.2 High crash areas and corridors

Figure 16| shows the probability density map of bicyclist victims, 2010-2019.
The integral of the probability density map over all of Palo Alto is one.
The color map indicates the probability of bicycle crash victims per me-
ter squared. The crashes are distributed more evenly than the pedestrian
crashes. However, several black spot areas and corridors can still be identi-
fied. The largest black spot is again downtown, an area with a lot of bicycle
traffic and car traffic. Many black spots can also be found along El Camino
Real (Sandhill, Embarcadero, California, El Camino Way, & Charleston), a
high speed road designed for motorized vehicles. Charleston/Arastradero is
another crash corridor (Los Palos, El Camino, Alma, Middlefield, Fabian),
but the redesign should make this road safer in the future. Then there is
Middlefield road where all the black spots are in the 4 lane stretch in South
Palo Alto (Colorado, Loma Verde, Meadow, & Charleston). Lastly, there
are Oregon & Cowper, Oregon & Greer, Churchill & Castilleja, and a couple
of black spots along Bryant (Churchill, Embarcadero, & California). Bryant
is a major corridor for bicyclists, which is probably contributing significantly
to large number of crashes there. However, it might also indicate that there
is room for improvement from a road safety perspective.
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Figure 16: Probability density map of bicyclists victims, 2010-2019. The
integral of the probability density map over all of Palo Alto is one. The
color map indicates the probability of a bicycle crash per meter squared.
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Figure 17: Age distribution of bicyclist victims, 2010-2019.
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Figure 18: Bicycle fatalities for different age groups per 1 million km cycled
in the USA and Germany, 2008-2009 [4].

3.3 Age distribution and crash times

Figure shows the age distribution of bicycle crash victims. Comparing
the age distribution of the population of Palo Alto in Figure [I] with the
crash data age distribution, the age group of 10 - 20 years is very over
represented for non-severe crashes. While there is no data available on how
many kilometers each age group rides, a very rough estimate can be made
using school and commute trips. The mode share of Palo Alto Unified
School District (PAUSD) middle and high school students riding to school
was between 40 and 60% during the years 2010 to 2019 [10], while the mode
share of commute trips to and from Palo Alto was only 5% according to the
2011 to 2015 American Community Survey (ACS) [3]. Working adults make
a total of about 70,000 trips to and from work a day [3], which comes down
to 70,000 x 0.05 = 3,500 bicycle trips a day. The age group of 18 to 66
years old was involved in 517 crashes during the years 2010 to 2019. PAUSD
middle and high school students make about 14,000 trips a day [27], which
results in about 14,000 x 0.5 = 7,000 bicycle trips a day. The age group of
11 to 18 years old was involved in 277 crashes during the years 2010 to 2019.
Assuming a similar distribution of trip distances for students and working
adults, the ratio of crashes/trips a day for working adults, 517/3500 = 0.15
is higher than for PAUSD students, 277/7000 = 0.04. In addition, these
young riders are not over represented in the severe crashes, and are thus at
relatively low risk. As can be seen in Figure this is consistent with the
averages for the US as a whole [4]. In the years 2008-2009, 5-14 year olds
had a fatality rate of 0.041 casualties per million km cycled. This number is
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Figure 19: Time of crash by age group for bicyclists, 2010-2019.

lower than the overall averages of 0.047 casualties per million km cycled. On
the other hand, Figure [I§ shows that for adults of 65 and over there were
0.076 casualties per million km cycled in 2008-2009. This same trend is also
observed for pedestrian fatality rates and can be observed internationally as
well. Lastly, the age group of 20 to 35 years is also slightly over represented
in the crash data. As is the case for the pedestrians, this could be due to
the presence of Stanford University nearby.

Figure [19| shows the times at which bicyclist crashes occur for different
age groups. This time there are two distinctive peaks in the data: the
morning commute/ride to school ride, and the evening commute/ride from
school. The morning commute peak is the highest peak. This could be
caused by everyone being on the road at the same time in the morning,
while in the afternoon commuters and students ride home at different times.

To evaluate any seasonal effects, Figure 20| shows the crashes per Month
that happen between 15:00h and 19:00h for bicyclists. The trend is not as
clear as the pedestrian data, but again there are more crashes in January,
and February, suggesting that people being blinded by the sun and poor
street lighting could be contributing factors. Like the pedestrian data, also
a peak can be observed for May, which needs closer examination.
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Figure 20: Crashes per month between 15:00h and 19:00h for bicyclists,
2010-2019.

4 Motor vehicle occupants road safety

This last section covers motor vehicle occupant (drivers and pedestrians)
road safety. Motor vehicle occupant fatality rates are often given as fa-
talities per billion person miles/kilometers traveled. This might give the
impression that travel by motor vehicle is much safer than walking or bicy-
cling. However, a typical bicycle trip covers a larger distance than a typical
walk, and a typical motor vehicle trip covers a longer distance than a typical
bicycle ride. Figure shows that on average in the US, when looking at
trips instead of kilometers traveled, walking is about one and a half times
more dangerous than traveling by personal vehicle, and bicycling is about
twice as dangerous as traveling by personal vehicle [2]. The other vehicles
category includes pickup trucks, SUV’s, etc, and trips in these vehicles are
about 3 times as dangerous as personal vehicle trips. Riding a motor cycle
is by far the most dangerous mode of transportation. These are of course
averages for the whole US and walking and bicycling is much safer in Palo
Alto than in the US as a whole. In addition, the expected gain in life ex-
pectancy from an active lifestyle ranges from 3 - 14 months, the expected
loss of life expectancy because of air pollution ranges from 0.8 - 40 days, and
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Figure 21: Fatality rate per 100 million person trips for Personal Vehicles,
Motor Cycles, Walking, biCycling, Busses, and Other Vehicles, 1999-2003
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the expected loss of life expectancy because of traffic accidents is 5 - 9 days
[12]. While these numbers are calculated for a Dutch context, even in the
US context the benefits of walking and bicycling should outweigh the risks.

4.1 Overall safety

For 2018 Palo Alto received a total fatal and injury crash ranking of 38/102
and a composite crash ranking of 73/102 from the California Office of Traf-
fic Safety (OTS). This suggests that Palo Alto has a higher than average
number of fatal and injury crashes compared to cities of the same size but a
better than average ranking on crashes involving alcohol or speeding. While
there is no motor vehicle crash information available on the census tract
level, there are vehicle miles traveled (VMT) estimates available for Palo
Alto from the Highway Performance Monitoring System (HPMS) [13]. This
can be combined with the US average vehicle occupancy of 1.67 to compute
person miles traveled [14]. Over the period 2010 - 2019 there were 3.26 bil-
lion vehicle miles traveled. With 15 motor vehicle occupant fatalities during
this same period, this gives a rate of 1.7 fatalities per billion person kilome-
ters traveled. Figure [22]shows the vehicle occupant fatality rate per billion
person kilometres in California, Santa Clara County, San Mateo County,
Mountain View, Palo Alto, and Menlo Park, for the period 2010-2019. The
HPMS estimate of vehicle miles traveled includes all roads within a juris-
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Figure 22: Motor vehicle occupant fatality rate per billion person kilometres
in California, Santa Clara County, San Mateo County, Mountain View, Palo
Alto, and Menlo Park, 2010-2019.
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diction, including interstates, so also interstate fatalities are included in the
fatality rate estimate. This does result in a skewed view of the road safety
in these cities; in Palo Alto 5 out of 15 fatalities were on 1-101, in Menlo
Park 8 out of 12 fatalities were on I-101 and US-84, and in Mountain View
12 out of 27 fatalities were on I-101 and US-85. While cities can make safety
improvements on roads like El Camino Real, e.g. Mountain View is in the
process of installing protected bicycle infrastructure there, their influence
on the road safety of interstates is negligible. The motor vehicle occupant
fatality rate in Palo Alto is in line with the rate of Santa Clara County,
which in turn is below the fatality rate of California.

These numbers can also be compared with the fatality rates for the US
and other countries. Figure[23]shows the motor vehicle occupant fatality rate
per billion person kilometers traveled for the US, UK, Germany, Denmark,
and the Netherlands [5]. In contrast to pedestrian and bicycle safety, the
fatality rate for vehicle occupants has decreased with time in the US and
is now at about 4.5 fatalities per billion person kilometers traveled. This
is still about twice as large as the fatality rate in other countries, but the
difference is not as large as for walking and bicycling. Figure [22|is based on
Highway Performance Monitoring System data and Figure is based on
National Household Travel Survey data, but assuming these data sets give
similar estimates for person miles traveled, both Palo Alto and California as
a whole have a better safety track record than the US. One major factor in
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Figure 23: Motor vehicle occupant fatality rate billion person kilometres in
the USA, the UK, Germany, Denmark, and the Netherlands, 2000-2018 [5].
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road safety is the level of urbanization. In 2019 the number of motor vehicle
crash deaths per billion person kilometers traveled was 6.2 for rural areas
and 3.2 for urban areas [I7]. While Palo Alto’s vehicle occupants fatality
rate is good compared to neighboring communities, Figure [23| suggests that
even here gains can be made. For example, it has been found that cycling
cities are safer for everyone, including motor vehicle occupants. This may
be due to the traffic calming effect of protected /separated bike facilities [23].

4.2 High crash areas and corridors

Figure[24)shows the probability density map of motor vehicle occupant crash
victims, 2010-2019. The integral of the probability density map over all of
Palo Alto is one. The color map indicates the probability of motor vehicle
occupant crash victims per meter squared. Apart from the interstate, it can
be seen that the same roads that are hazardous for pedestrians and bicy-
clists also carry significant risk for motor vehicle occupants. This includes
El Camino Real, Oregon Expressway, and Embarcadero Road. On many of
these roads Level Of Service (LOS) has been prioritized over road safety.
This includes but is not limited to unsignalized intersections with residen-
tial streets, unprotected left turns crossing multiple lanes, the absence of
median strips, driveways entering into high speed traffic, and parking along
thoroughfares.
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Figure 24: Probability density map of motor vehicle occupants crashes,
2010-2019. The integral of the probability density map over all of Palo Alto
is one. The color map indicates the probability of a motor vehicle occupant
severe injury per meter squared.
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Figure 25: Age distribution of motor vehicle occupant victims, 2010-2019.

4.3 Age distribution and crash factors

Figure shows the age distribution of all motor vehicle occupant crash
victims in Palo Alto, 2010-2019. There is a clear peak for vehicle occupants
aged 25—30. As is the case for pedestrian crashes, this is probably due to the
presence of Stanford University nearby and people commuting to Palo Alto
for work. While this age group is generally found to be at slightly higher risk,
as can be seen in Figure the highest risk is found for teenager and older
drivers. Especially the fatality rate of teenage drivers is well documented
[39]. It is found that teenage passengers increase this risk even further [33].

Figure[27]shows the times at which motor vehicle occupant crashes occur
for different age groups. The two major peaks are during lunch hour and
evening commute hours. Interestingly, there is no large peak during morning
commute hours. For pedestrian crashes the morning commute peak is also
the smallest, but does not disappear.

To evaluate any seasonal effects, Figure [28] shows the crashes per Month
that happen between 15:00h and 19:00h for motor vehicle occupants. Op-
posed to the pedestrian and bicyclist data, there is no clear seasonal trend.
This suggests that other factors might be at play. For example, drivers
might be more alert in the morning, or there might be differences in traffic
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Figure 26: Driver fatal crash involvements per million kilometers traveled,
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Figure 27: Time of crash by age group for motor vehicle occupants, 2010-
2019.
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Figure 28: Crashes per month between 15:00h and 19:00h for motor vehicle
occupants, 2010-2019.

congestion and travel patterns between the morning and evening commutes.
This would require further study.

Lastly, Figure 29| shows the Primary Collision Factor (PCF) for motor
vehicle occupant crash victims, 2010-2019. Generally, two major contribu-
tions to road fatalities are speeding and driving under influence [I§]. Fig-
ure [29| shows that crashes caused by driving under influence are relatively
rare in Palo Alto, but that speed related crashes are a problem that should
be addressed. Speeding tickets are a commonly used tool to deter speeders.
While it is found there is a significant amount of recidivism among drivers
receiving speeding citations [21], there is a temporary effect. Each conviction
leads to a 35% decrease in the relative risk of death over the next month for
drivers and other road users [2§]. In this same study it is found that there is
only a 2% overall risk reduction from manual speed enforcement, but a 19%
overall reduction from automated speed enforcement [2§]. An alternative
approach is to modify the road design and create a “self-explaining” road
(SER). The idea is to use road designs that evoke correct expectations and
driving behaviours from road users. On residential streets this could include
restricting forward visibility using urban landscaping [§]. Self-explaining
roads have been found to result in a 30% reduction crash numbers and an
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Figure 29: Primary Collision Factor (PCF) for motor vehicle occupant crash
victims, 2010-2019.

86% reduction in crash costs per annum [22].

5 Conclusions & recommendations

This report shows that the City of Palo Alto generally does well on road
safety compared to neighboring communities. Walking and bicycling is safer
in Palo Alto than in Santa Clara County as a whole. Traveling by motor ve-
hicle is about as dangerous as in Santa Clara County. However, considering
that 60% of middle and high school PAUSD students walk and bike to school
every day [10], and that the City of Palo Alto is in the top 5 nation-wide
of cities with the most bicycle commuters for cities with a population over
60.000 [36], it is surprising that the City does not have a road safety policy
in place to protect these vulnerable road users. To improve road safety, the
City of Palo Alto should adopt a Safe System Road Safety policy and set an
ambitious, 2030, timeline to pursue zero traffic fatalities and severe injuries
on Palo Alto streets, including El Camino Real. This would significantly
improve the road safety for the thousands of students walking and riding
to school every day. In addition, these measures serve community members
of all ages and abilities who walk and bike for recreation, transportation,
and to maintain fitness, and will help the City to achieve its climate and
sustainability goals.

Too often the traditional approach to road safety does not fully consider
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the human tendency to make mistakes. The overarching principle behind a
safe system approach is the acknowledgement that:

As humans, we are vulnerable to injury and make mis-
takes. However, mistakes should not lead to serious in-
jury or death. [35]

Instead of waiting for tragic mistakes to happen, we need to more proactively
apply known safety principles in our routine maintenance of existing roads
and in our planning for new projects [31]. These principles include:

Mono-Functionality: Crashes are more likely to occur on Residential Ar-
terial and Arterial streets that serve both a traffic flow function and
an exchange function, where “flow” means that traffic participation
does not involve interaction with the environment, and “exchange”
indicates interaction with the environment (e.g. parking, driveways,
and crossings). Examples in Palo Alto include El Camino Real, Mid-
dlefield, Alma, and University Avenue between El Camino and Mid-
dlefield. Ideally, these types of streets should serve either a traffic flow
or exchange function, but not both [22]. Currently, this sort of func-
tion prioritization is seen on local streets as embodied in Policies T-4.2
and T-4.3 of the Comprehensive Plan [9]. However, with the notable
exception of Policy T-4.4, there is no equivalent policy to improve the
road safety of arterials. In practice, such a policy would involve elimi-
nating street parking, driveways, and unprotected left turns whenever
possible, and building (protected) bike lanes. Where it is impossible
to prioritize one function over the other, an alternative would be to
designate space for a service road so that the main road can continue
to provide a traffic flow function while the new low speed service road
provides the exchange function and allows for safe access to adjacent
properties (e.g. the existing service road on Alma near Meadow Drive,
Oregon Avenue, and San Antonio Avenue). Additionally, a street like
University Avenue between El Camino and Middlefield should be re-
classified as a local street where the exchange function is prioritized
over the flow function. For local streets the City should consider revok-
ing Policy T-4.1. As can be appreciated on the Bryant Street Bicycle
Boulevard, creating a barrier for motorized traffic which is permeable
for pedestrians and bicyclists is demonstrably one of the most cost
effective ways of eliminating through traffic on a local street.

Homogeneity of Mass, Speed, and Direction: In a crash, risk is sig-
nificantly reduced if the participants have a similar direction, mass,
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and speed. For example, roundabouts are safer than normal intersec-
tions. At any vehicle speed over 20mph the risk of death for pedes-
trians and bicyclists in a crash starts to increase exponentially. This
suggests that raised crosswalks and continuous sidewalks can signifi-
cantly improve the safety of pedestrians. On thoroughfares with lots
of traffic and speeding drivers, bicyclists and pedestrians should have
their own (protected) infrastructure. In addition, we ask that the City
work to identify all streets in Palo Alto where the speed limit can be
reduced pursuant to the recently passed AB43 to enhance bicycle and
pedestrian safety.

Self-explaining road: A self-explaining road is a traffic environment which
elicits safe behavior simply by its design. For example, a driver may
intuitively drive slower and more cautiously if the lane is narrower,
or if there are other traffic calming measures in place (e.g. limiting
forward visibility or increasing surface roughness). The self-explaining
road also makes it easier for users to know where to walk, ride, drive,
and park. Examples include: using green paint to identify bicycle in-
frastructure, paving parking lanes with a different material than the
driving lane, and installing bulb outs at intersections to prevent drivers
from parking too close to the intersection and thus limiting visibility.

In furtherance of the City’s Road Safety Goal (Goal T-6 of the Comprehen-
sive Plan) [9], the City should consider adopting the following additional
measures:

Safe System Assessment The City should develop an assessment matrix
that will be used to objectively evaluate how well repaving and new
infrastructure projects meet the above Safe System principles [38], [15].

Post-Crash Engineering Investigation Currently after a severe or fa-
tal crash the City completes a police report and engineers come out
to evaluate whether the road is up to code. We ask that the City
conduct a more comprehensive evaluation to determine, beyond mere
code compliance, what additional steps can be taken to make the road
in question safer and to avoid future crashes. This investigation should
be made available to the public [34].

Prioritize High Frequency Collision Corridors The 2012 Bicycle and
Pedestrian Transportation Plan identified 14 high frequency bicycle
and pedestrian collision locations [I]. As of this writing, only the
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locations Embarcadero Road/Middlefield Road and Foothill Express-
way / Arastradero Road have seen some safety improvements completed.
Work is ongoing, planned, or on hold along the Charleston/Arastradero
corridor, Page Mill Road, Alma Street/Churchill Avenue, and El Camino
Real/Embarcadero Road. This means that 7 out of 14 of these loca-
tions have not received any attention in the past decade. We ask
that the City more expeditiously address these remaining and similar
locations.

Pursue the goals of zero severe injuries and roadway fatalities Palo
Alto’s Comprehensive Plan already contains policy T-6.2 “Pursue the
goal of zero severe injuries and roadway fatalities on Palo Alto city
streets.”, but it has not identified a particular target date to achieve
this goal. We believe that this work requires more urgency and that we
need to set and meet a specific date for achieving zero fatalities and se-
vere injuries on Palo Alto city streets, including El Camino Real. This
exercise has been done in other neighboring communities, including;:

e Mountain View: eliminate fatal traffic collisions in Mountain
View by 2030

e Redwood City: eliminating traffic fatalities and serious injuries
for all modes by 2030.

e Sunnyvale: 50% reduction of fatalities and serious injuries by
2029

e South San Francisco: zero traffic deaths and severe injuries on
city streets by 2025

e Fremont: getting to zero by 2025

e Berkeley: reach zero severe and fatal traffic crashes by the year
2028

Periodic policy updates The Safe System Road Safety Policy should be
updated every 5 years to evaluate the performance of the policy and
to make sure the safety principles are up to date.

The City has made great strides so far, but there is still so much to do
in support of safety for increasing numbers of bicyclists and pedestrians,
and even drivers. The Federal Highway Administration recently adopted
its own Safe System program and the recent Infrastructure Investment and
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Jobs Act allocated $5B for a “Safe Streets for All” program. The City of
Palo Alto should take advantage of these funds and should provide a safe
transportation network for people of all ages and abilities who walk, bike,
ride transit and drive, including our youngest, most vulnerable commuters
on their way to school.
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match as part of the City’s priorities on community’s health and safety and climate change,
and direct staff to start working on a Safe System policy as soon as possible.

As part of a Safe System road safety policy for Palo Alto we would like to see:

o Full integration of the Safe System principles into the Comprehensive Plan and the
Bicycle and Pedestrian Transportation Plan update.

o That a severe or fatal crash would lead to a forensic analysis on how to improve road
safety at that location beyond mere code compliance. This is not about assigning fault,
but about how infrastructure improvements could prevent such a crash in the future.

o That the Safe System principles are applied to both new infrastructure and repaving
projects. In addition to restriping, this includes hardscape road safety improvements.
This way we do not waste good opportunities to make our roads safer.

People are vulnerable to injury and make mistakes. Let's do all that we can to create an
environment that reduces risk of collisions and injury to all street users — people who walk,

bike, drive and use transit. Let's make our local streets work better for everyone.

Thank you for considering my comments.



From: David Coale

To: Council, City; Shikada, Ed

Cc: Ciralsky, Philip; Lait, Jonathan; Abendschein, Jonathan; Eggleston, Brad
Subject: City Priorities

Date: Sunday, February 12, 2023 6:40:13 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hi Mayor and Council Members,

I always look forward to the city priorities meeting with the community, but somehow [
missed it this year. While I did send in my thoughts on this, I am sending you this directly so
that you might get a better feel for how these could all fit together in a shared vision of what
Palo Alto can be.

City priorities

1) Climate change with a focus on electrification and transportation. This would include grid
upgrades for electrification and updating the Bike-Ped plan and putting this in to place. With
the very successful Ad Hoc committee’s work, it is essential to see this through to the next
step, commission or otherwise to ensure this vital work continues.

2) Transportation: Rail crossings and bike/ped infrastructure. This will dovetail into item one
to get people out of their cars to reduce our fossil fuel use and make for a more livable city,
less dependent on car travel of any kind. This would be guided by a Safe Systems approach
for transportation planning at all levels where safety comes first. This includes three cross-
town bike/ped crossings of Alma and the train tracks at Seal Ave, Matadero creek and south
Palo Alto before the rail crossings go in. This would be a true game changer for safe bike and
pedestrian travel in our city.

3) Housing for all. This also includes items one and two above and should be integrated as
such. If Palo Alto can help house the people that work here and have safe ways of getting to
work without a car, we will all be much better off; healthier and happier.

While these priorities have come up before in many ways, a truly integrated approach between
all three with the goal of addressing climate change is what we need to make the city the best
that it can be. The vision of a city that houses our teachers, city workers and essential workers
in livable, walkable neighborhoods with vibrant town centers an easy bike ride a way, all the
while cohabiting our planet in a way that will ensure a livable Earth for generations to come, is
a vision I think we can all get behind.

David Coale
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From: Mary Arnone

To: Council, City
Subject: Comments on Bryant Street Bike Boulevard
Date: Sunday, February 12, 2023 12:49:35 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from marnone94043@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear City Council,

On May 4, 2021, I was riding my bike on the Bryant St. Bike Path towards my home in
Mountain View. A car failed to stop at the Tennyson St. crossing, thus hitting me and sending
me by ambulance to Stanford ER. This accident has dramatically impacted my life even
today.

The Bryant St. Bike Boulevard is not as safe as it is appears. Intersections where cars are
supposed to stop are not well enough marked. Additionally, the Boulevard is too car-friendly
in the downtown area. It needs to be unfriendly to park in, with more signs to make drivers
aware that this is a BIKE Boulevard. Today’s drivers have a cell phone within an arm’s reach
and are distracted. The roadway around this bike Boulevard should not look like any other
street if it is to be a safe place for commuters, school students, and folks trying to decrease
their dependence on cars. Additionally, police should be vigilant about enforcing the bike
right of way. Note: the driver who struck me was not ticketed in spite of my fractures.

Please make this Bike Boulevard more BIKE friendly than car friendly.
Thank you for reading.
Respectfully yours,

Mary Arnone
1970 West Middlefield Road

Pax et bonum
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Please Contact the Clerk’s Office
to View Additional Pages,
Attachments, or Images Related

From: QNick

To: Council, City

Subject: Fwd: Petition to protect bike lanes in Palo Alto
Date: Sunday, February 12, 2023 11:18:32 AM
Attachments: petition signatures.csv.

petition comments.csv

Some people who received this message don't often get email from gnicks@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hello everyone,

I'm forwarding my petition to this email as [ want to present it tomorrow on City Council
meeting at 3:40PM as part of agenda item AA1 "Approval of the 2023 City Council Priority
Focus Areas, and Objectives Areas, Objectives, and Respective Major Projects for Calendar
Year 2023"

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: QNick <gnicks@gmail.com>

Date: Mon, Dec 12, 2022 at 1:57 PM

Subject: Petition to protect bike lanes in Palo Alto

To: <CityMgr@cityofpaloalto.org>, <Transportation@cityofpaloalto.org>

Cc: <greg(@gregtanaka.org>, <info@vickiforcouncil.com>, <ed@edlauing.com>,

<julieforpaloalto@gmail.com>

Hello,

My name is Nikita Kutselev, I live in Palo Alto, and with this petition I'm trying to push you
into increasing the speed of improving the bicycling infrastructure in the city. Currently it goes
way too slow, and sometimes even in the wrong direction.

I understand that you feel the pressure from the car owners, who are entitled to use the city
land for free as parking spots for their third cars, and maybe afraid to lose their votes. But this
fear is groundless. When people see how much better a city becomes with protected bike lanes
instead of parking spots, you will easily get all their votes, including votes form car
enthusiasts.

Also, I encourage you to watch this wonderful video about how removing excessive parking

benefits the city. https:/www.youtube.com/watch?v=mXILqrM1jdfU

The petition link: https://www.change.org/p/protect-bike-lanes-in-palo-alto
People signatures and comments attached to this email.
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		Name		City		State		Postal Code		Country		Signed On

		Kutselev Nikita		Palo Alto		CA				US		2022-08-15

		Leah Russin		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-15

		Anirudh Prasad		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-15

		Laura Agigian		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-15

		Jane Lowry		Palo Alto		CA		94304		US		2022-08-15

		Aslihan Biyikoglu		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-15

		Griselda Lombera		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-15

		Kenneth Murray		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-15

		VIshal SAxena		palo alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-15

		Ebru Gokcek		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-15

		Craig Chalmers		San Jose		CA		95134		US		2022-08-15

		Sirin Hochberg		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-15

		Gal Dor		Palo Alto		CA		94301		US		2022-08-15

		Rotem Saar Dover		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-15

		Anne Kornblut		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-15

		Adriana Hernandez		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-15

		Dan Wang		Stanford		CA		94305		US		2022-08-15

		Juna Bae		Berkeley		CA		94703		US		2022-08-15

		Gema Monforte		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-15

		Brian Schilling		Jackson		WY		83001		US		2022-08-15

		Ayesha M Mascarenhas		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-15

		Anna Tutckaia		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-15

		Raj Lal		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-15

		Tal Shay		Menlo Park		CA		94025		US		2022-08-15

		Franchesca Rhodes		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-15

		Thomas Reese		Godfrey		IL		62035		US		2022-08-15

		Nishita Kothary		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-15

		Lena Russel		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-15

		Amara Holstein		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-15

		camden r		Palo Alto		CA		94301		US		2022-08-15

		Neelam Singh		Palo Alto		CA		94022		US		2022-08-15

		ASHISH BHAN		Newark		CA		94560		US		2022-08-15

		Kelda Jamison		Stanford		CA		94305		US		2022-08-15

		Sam Qiu		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-15

		Annemarie Lekkerkerker		Palo Alto		CA		94301		US		2022-08-15

		Scott Kim		Oakland		CA		94601		US		2022-08-15

		Xiaolin Zheng		Berkeley		CA		94703		US		2022-08-15

		Pei Chin		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-15

		Patricia Kam		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-16

		Olga Rubchinskaya		Menlo Park		CA		94025		US		2022-08-16

		Wendy Miller		Palo Alto		CA		94301-3828		US		2022-08-16

		Alexa Zapata		Palo Alto		CA		94304		US		2022-08-16

		Evangeline Kempis		Milpitas		CA		95035		US		2022-08-16

		Kay Eron		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-16

		Ariana Kempis		Milpitas		CA		95035		US		2022-08-16

		Paul Hogan		Sunnyvale		CA		94089		US		2022-08-16

		Irene Borja		San Jose		CA		95148		US		2022-08-16

		Ahmed Azab		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-16

		Danny Epstein		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-16

		Donna Hill		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-16

		Jensen Hugh		Scarborough				M1P		Canada		2022-08-16

		Casper Vroemen		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-16

		Yungning Teng		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-16

		niko andreoli		Portland		ME		04103		US		2022-08-16

		Mary Kraiss		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-16

		Nina Krog Ekman		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-16

		Stacey Clifton		Mountain View		CA		94043		US		2022-08-16

		Audrey Gold		Stanford		CA		94305		US		2022-08-16

		Lise Latour		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-16

		Ekta Kapur		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-16

		Rinku Bhatia		Menlo Park		CA		94025		US		2022-08-16

		Jessica Adams		Redwood City		CA		94063		US		2022-08-16

		Krista Johnston		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-16

		Philip Chou		Los Altos		CA		94022		US		2022-08-16

		Elizabeth Lentzen		Menlo Park		CA		94025		US		2022-08-16

		Lena B		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-16

		Joel Naor		Palo Alto		CA		94301		US		2022-08-16

		Allison Cowsert		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-16

		Xavier Zapata		Palo Alto		CA		94304		US		2022-08-16

		Jatziri Valtierra		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-16

		Christopher Torres		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-16

		Arnout Boelens		Palo Alto				94306		US		2022-08-16

		Stephanie Compton		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-16

		Mary Lee		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-16

		Lily Hsueh		Palo Alto		CA		94304		US		2022-08-16

		Snezana Milosevic		Menlo Park		CA		94025		US		2022-08-16

		Monte Squiers		Menlo Park		CA		94025		US		2022-08-16

		Ashley Baize		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-16

		Reid Kleckner		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-16

		Jeny Smith		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-16

		Mayra Azanza		Palo Alto		CA		94301		US		2022-08-16

		Anna Wong		Palo Alto		CA		94301		US		2022-08-16

		Hien Nguyen		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-16

		Yvonne Chu		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-16

		Trang Nguyen		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-16

		Mahsa Mohiti-Asli		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-16

		Neela Kulkarni		Hayward				94544		US		2022-08-16

		Sathya Karanth		Healdsburg				95448		US		2022-08-16

		Vanessa Shone		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-16

		Brittany Pearson		Mountain View		CA		94043		US		2022-08-16

		Muthu Krishnan		Menlo Park		CA		94025		US		2022-08-16

		Phillip Pearson		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-16

		EMILY KRUGER		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-16

		Elena Kutseleva		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-16

		Bhagya Bethala		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-16

		Teresa Moye		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-16

		Snehal Sirmukaddam		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-16

		Amrita Ray		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-16

		Lei Wang		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-16

		Neda Tavousi		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-16

		Sienna Wu		Menlo Park		CA		94025		US		2022-08-16

		Frank Viggiano		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-16

		Mariana Saiz		Palo alto		CA		94301		US		2022-08-16

		Carina Rossner		Menlo Park		CA		94025		US		2022-08-16

		Roxana Gafton		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-16

		Sylvia Brennan		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-16

		Sithu Win		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-16

		Anne Kramer		Amsterdam				1073		Netherlands		2022-08-16

		Aimee Burgess		Cumming		GA		30040		US		2022-08-16

		Christopher Gwyer		Los Angeles		CA		90060		US		2022-08-16

		Karen Kim		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-16

		Tsiayiu Lo		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-16

		Neddie Barnett		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-16

		Matt Bryant		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-16

		Ava Hahn		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-16

		Meilani Hendrawidjaja		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-16

		Laam wong		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-16

		Julia Satterthwaite		Royal Oak		MI		94303		US		2022-08-16

		Julie Ouarti		Palo Alto		CA		94301		US		2022-08-16

		Igor Khurgin		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-16

		Rimma Mukhoryapova		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-16

		Matthew Albrecht		Palo Alto		CA		94301		US		2022-08-16

		Austin Cary		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-16

		Amy Madsen		Los Altos				94024		Denmark		2022-08-16

		Kevin Guthrie		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-16

		Ron Yokley		Oakland		CA		94601		US		2022-08-16

		Arlene R. Faust		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-16

		Jing Jiang		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-16

		Vivian Choi		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-16

		Caroline Chen		San Jose		CA		94303		US		2022-08-16

		Felice Ahn		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-16

		Nicholas Farn		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-16

		Amit Deshpande		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-16

		Ana Garcia Bailon		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-16

		Shweta Choudhry		Palo Alto		CA		94301		US		2022-08-16

		G K		Palo Alto		CA		94024		US		2022-08-16

		Gretchen Harding		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-16

		Selime Serbest		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-16

		Nicole garratt		Palo Alto		CA		94301		US		2022-08-16

		Charu Gupta		Berkeley		CA		94703		US		2022-08-16

		Stuart Berman		Palo Alto		CA		94301		US		2022-08-16

		Emily W		Palo Alto		CA		94301		US		2022-08-16

		Uri Benzeev		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-16

		Abner Germanow		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-16

		Kader Ucar		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-16

		Miles Schulman		San Francisco		CA		94127		US		2022-08-16

		Etzar Cisneros		Birmingham		AL		35206		US		2022-08-16

		Brian Belding		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-16

		Christine Ricks		Redwood City		CA		94062		US		2022-08-16

		Rochna Dhand		Los Altos		CA		94022		US		2022-08-16

		Brian Clark		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-16

		Kim Nguyen		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-16

		Patricia Li		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-16

		Kylie Moyer		Mt. View		CA		94040		US		2022-08-16

		doria wosk		miami		FL		33116-3356		US		2022-08-16

		Edouard Lafargue		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-17

		Jules Lafargue		San Jose		CA		95121		US		2022-08-17

		David Watson		Mountain View		CA		94043		US		2022-08-17

		Nathan Crandall		San Francisco		CA		94103		US		2022-08-17

		Chantal Herath		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-17

		Heather Holtz		Los Altos Hills		CA		94022		US		2022-08-17

		Brody Rice		Castro Valley		CA		94546		US		2022-08-17

		Rohan Bhatia		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-17

		Jules Irulegui		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-17

		Rick Mitchell		Huntington		WV		25705		US		2022-08-17

		Zeke Morrison		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-17

		Neta Gal		Palo Alto		CA		94301		US		2022-08-17

		David Tomz		Stanford		CA		94305		US		2022-08-17

		sh ru		Stanford		CA		94305		US		2022-08-17

		Kyle Saukas		Washington		DC		20003		US		2022-08-17

		Vivian Studdert		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-17

		Gali Nirpaz		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-17

		Ari Smolar		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-17

		Willow Schmidt		Menlo Park		CA		94025		US		2022-08-17

		Sabine Mazzeo		Stanford		CA		94305		US		2022-08-17

		nikki heydarpour		Sunnyvale		CA		94085		US		2022-08-17

		Venky Karnam		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-17

		ariana ebrahimi		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-17

		Catherine Wu		Palo Alto		CA		94304		US		2022-08-17

		max newman		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-17

		Morph B		Menlo Park		CA		94025		US		2022-08-17

		clara Persson		Menlo Park		CA		94025		US		2022-08-17

		Colin Wee		Redwood City		CA		94063		US		2022-08-17

		Edwin Jaqua		Oakland		CA		94621		US		2022-08-17

		Rebecca Fakatou		Palo Alto		CA		94301		US		2022-08-17

		Sofia Rosen		San Jose		CA		95116		US		2022-08-17

		Nina S		Palo Alto		CA		94301		US		2022-08-17

		Derrick Ho		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-17

		Shree Sandilya		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-17

		Kassandra Garcia		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-17

		Gigi Guzman		Menlo Park		CA		94025		US		2022-08-17

		Abby St. Peter		Huntington Beach		CA		92649		US		2022-08-17

		Hiral Parekh		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-17

		olivia atkinson		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-17

		Finn Rutkowski		Menlo Park		CA		94025		US		2022-08-17

		Sunita Sarin		San Jose		CA		95128		US		2022-08-17

		Ella L		Stanford		CA		94305		US		2022-08-17

		Brenda Wu		Fremont		CA		94539		US		2022-08-17

		katya oks		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-17

		Nupur Kapadia		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-17

		kat farrell		Palo Alto		CA		94301		US		2022-08-17

		Aleksi Vuornos								Finland		2022-08-17

		Taiya Hussein		Menlo Park		CA		94025		US		2022-08-17

		Anny Chen		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-17

		Alexandre Hadade		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-17

		Veronique Lafargue		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-17

		Ana Chou		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-17

		Hana Foster		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-17

		Virginia Gutierrez Porter Villegas		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-17

		Shayna Kim		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-17

		ngoc duong		Sunnyvale		CA		94086		US		2022-08-17

		Shina Eron		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-17

		Stephen Pagliuca		Rockland		MA		02370		US		2022-08-17

		Fynn Day Ham		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-17

		Katryn Ashley		Stanford		CA		94305		US		2022-08-17

		Richard Thomas		Mountain View		CA		94043		US		2022-08-17

		Aiden Murphy		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-17

		Lizbeth Jenkins		Menlo Park		CA		94025		US		2022-08-17

		Carla Eckhardt		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-17

		pamela hamilton		Palo Cedro		CA		96073		US		2022-08-17

		Smita Kolhatkar		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-17

		R V		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-17

		Carla Byrne		Redwood City		CA		94062		US		2022-08-17

		Jules Lustig		Stanford		CA		94305		US		2022-08-17

		Walleska Fiorella Garcia Rojas		San Francisco		CA		94112		US		2022-08-17

		Andrew Roths		San Jose		CA		95134		US		2022-08-17

		Benjamin Winston		San Jose		CA		95134		US		2022-08-17

		Maria Olson		San Jose		CA		95126		US		2022-08-17

		BOB SIMS		Mountain View		CA		94043		US		2022-08-17

		Doron Simon		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-17

		Paul Bigbee		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-17

		DoanTrang Tô		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-17

		Sunita Sastry		Palo Alto		CA		94304		US		2022-08-17

		Farah Ansari		Menlo Park		CA		94025		US		2022-08-17

		Nielsen Fernandez-Becker		San Jose		CA		95126		US		2022-08-17

		miren boda		Palo Alto		CA		94301		US		2022-08-17

		Dora Sanchez		Palo Alto		CA		94301		US		2022-08-17

		Ramakrishna Satyavolu		Palo Alto		CA		94301		US		2022-08-17

		Jack Rodrigiez		Castro Valley		CA		94546		US		2022-08-18

		Brittany Burrows		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-18

		Alan Lee		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-18

		Mason Myhand		Greenville				27834		US		2022-08-18

		Stuart Welch		Topeka				66606		US		2022-08-18

		Kiara Keaton		Jersey City				07933		US		2022-08-18

		Presley O		San Antonio				78230		US		2022-08-18

		Seth Terashima		Mountain View		CA		94043		US		2022-08-18

		Caroline Peres		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-18

		Neelam Amin		Menlo Park		CA		94025		US		2022-08-18

		Vikram Shrivastava		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-18

		Lingli Jin		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-18

		Nikole Davenport		Palo Alto		CA		94301		US		2022-08-18

		Debbie E		Felton				19943		US		2022-08-18

		Risto Miikkulainen		Stanford		CA		94305		US		2022-08-18

		Adolfo Pacheco		Phoenix				85031		US		2022-08-18

		Alice Yenson		Mountain View		CA		94043		US		2022-08-18

		janis ripple		Orion				48362		US		2022-08-18

		Leslie Wang		Palo Alto		CA		94301		US		2022-08-18

		Laura Lombardi		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-18

		Branford Shaw		Redwood City		CA		94061		US		2022-08-18

		Jessica Fein		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-18

		Steve Welsch		El Paso		TX		79932		US		2022-08-19

		Abigail Zambotti		Palestine				75803		US		2022-08-19

		Eddy Martinez Diaz		Nashville				37206		US		2022-08-19

		Fusionbotyt Water								US		2022-08-19

		elaine haight		Los Altos		CA		94024		US		2022-08-19

		Katherine Warner		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-19

		Angela He		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-19

		Noah Blume		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-19

		Ashli Tingle		Castro Valley				94546		US		2022-08-19

		Yao Chen		Palo Alto		CA		94536		US		2022-08-19

		Aislinn Salazar		South Gate				90280		US		2022-08-19

		Doodly Metellus		Brooklyn				11221		US		2022-08-19

		Katie Summers		Atlanta				30341		US		2022-08-19

		Astrid Albaugh		Mountain View		CA		94043		US		2022-08-19

		Nyjah Sullivan-Ward		Houston				77055		US		2022-08-19

		Sushu Zhang		Menlo Park		CA		94025		US		2022-08-19

		Donna Reardon		Oviedo				32765		US		2022-08-19

		Ian Haakensen		Falls Church				22046		US		2022-08-19

		Fabeain Barkwell		Houston				77204		US		2022-08-19

		Brent DeJong		Zeeland				49464		US		2022-08-19

		Abel Garcia		Philadelphia				19145		US		2022-08-19

		Misty Stam		Menlo Park		CA		94025		US		2022-08-19

		Leann Powers		Borger				79007		US		2022-08-19

		Sherry Flamer		East Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-19

		Emily Shaffer		Dallas				75034		US		2022-08-19

		Esther Quincena-Barry		San Jose		CA		95125		US		2022-08-19

		Ravi Rajan		San Jose		CA		95141		US		2022-08-19

		Keren PINNEY-PHIPPS		Rohnert Park				94928		US		2022-08-19

		Tonya Lynch		Hot Springs		AR		71913		US		2022-08-19

		Sarah Outten		Onancock		VA		23417		US		2022-08-19

		Jamyria Robertson		Ville Platte				70586		US		2022-08-19

		Alexis Vargas		Monticello				55362		US		2022-08-19

		Mark Rigel		Menlo Park		CA		94025		US		2022-08-20

		Janaki Ramachandran		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-20

		Andreas Killburn								US		2022-08-20

		Bettina Hall		baldwyn				38824		US		2022-08-20

		bo s.		Oak Creek				53154		US		2022-08-20

		Airy Toral		Stroudsburg				18360		US		2022-08-20

		Rene Pantoja		San Antonio				78242		US		2022-08-20

		Emilie Peck								US		2022-08-21

		Kariah Voorhees		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-21

		Jeff Meyers		Menlo Park		CA		94025		US		2022-08-22

		Scott Sandstrom		Redwood City		CA		94062		US		2022-08-23

		Priya R		San Francisco		CA		94112		US		2022-08-23

		Adam Price		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-26

		merav arditi		Menlo Park		CA		94025		US		2022-08-27

		Courtney Cabot		Union City		CA		94587		US		2022-08-30

		Fenton Zarlengo		San Lorenzo		CA		94580		US		2022-09-02

		Karen Ceresnak		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-09-05

		Piyush Shah		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-09-11

		Deepa Shah		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-09-11

		Candy Tsourounis		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-09-11

		Jeff Kmetec		South San Francisco		CA		94080		US		2022-09-12

		Olivia Chiang		Berkeley		CA		94703		US		2022-09-21

		Nick Moghi		Folsom		CA		95630		US		2022-09-24

		Bita Soltanian		Sacramento		CA		95842		US		2022-09-24

		Maya Baker		Mountain View		CA		94040		US		2022-10-01

		Joseph Mensch		Mountain View		CA		94040		US		2022-10-01

		Trystan Upstill		Pleasanton		CA		94588		US		2022-10-08

		Cybele LoVuolo-Bhushan		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-10-09

		Aditee Kumthekar		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-10-14

		Anupam Joshi		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-10-14

		Doyoon Kim		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-11-23




		Name		City		State		Postal Code		Country		Commented Date		Comment

		Nishita Kothary		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-15		"Palo Alto is a bicyclist haven. Let’s protect it. It’s good exercise and better for the environment. It makes kids self sufficient. This is what the council should be working."

		Lena Russel		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-15		"I am a parent of a middle schooler who commutes on a bike.  Lets make commuting safer for everyone, bikes and cars, kids and adults."

		Neelam Singh		Palo Alto		CA		94022		US		2022-08-15		"My daughter rides to Palo Alto high school"

		Arnout Boelens		Palo Alto				94306		US		2022-08-16		"Hi Kutselev, thank you for starting this petition! I would also like to point you the Safe Streets for Palo Alto! petition: <a href="https://www.gopetition.com/petitions/safe-streets-for-palo-alto-2.html" rel="nofollow">https://www.gopetition.com/petitions/safe-streets-for-palo-alto-2.html</a>"

		Reid Kleckner		New York		NY		10023		US		2022-08-16		"Check out a related petition to adopt safe street design standards:http://walkbikepaloalto.org/events/safe-streets/"

		Mayra Azanza		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-16		"I have two children attending PAUSD schools, my husband and I ride our bikes constantly. We deserve safe streets for bycicles."

		Neddie Barnett		Menlo Park		CA		94025		US		2022-08-16		"My niece was almost killed on Churchill Ave and El Camino heading toward Stanford. The bike lane disappears into oblivion and she was waiting for the light to change and was literally run over by a two trailer truck from construction site. Truck never stopped. She was left with life long injuries and PTSD.  Thankfully she was wearing a helmet which was destroyed."

		Ava Hahn		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-08-16		"My son’s friend was killed on his bike in March 2020 on El Camino at North California.  He was 11 years old.  Nothing was done in response to make the intersection safer.  We are failing our kids by not keeping them safe."

		Neddie Barnett		Menlo Park		CA		94025		US		2022-08-16		"My niece was almost killed on Churchill Ave and El Camino heading toward Stanford. The bike lane disappears into oblivion and she was waiting for the light to change and was literally run over by a two trailer truck from construction site. Truck never stopped. She was left with life long injuries and PTSD.  Thankfully she was wearing a helmet which was destroyed."

		Gretchen Harding		Palo Alto		CA		94301		US		2022-08-16		"Do we even know if we have accurate counts of the number of bicyclists injured or killed? How many more would be added if included all the times a bicyclist was hit by a motorist and was lucky enough not to be injured? My son was hit while riding his bike to Addison on a "safe route." I've had numerous close calls with inattentive or aggressive drivers while riding on designated bike routes and in bike lanes."

		Kyle Saukas		Washington		DC		20003		US		2022-08-17		"Protecting bike lanes is critical for Palo Alto to meet its climate change goals."

		Hiral Parekh		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-17		"I have children who bike to school and my spouse is an avid biker. I would like more protection for all cyclists from Palo Alto and those that come through Palo Alto."

		Veronique Lafargue		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-08-17		"Our son Paul passed away in 2020 in a bike accident in Palo Alto. Let's do everything we can to improve bike safety. We have created posters and stickers to ask drivers to Slow Down for Kids, feel free to use them in your local schools and neighborhoods <a href="https://slowdownforkids.org/" rel="nofollow">https://slowdownforkids.org/</a>"

		Ramakrishna Satyavolu		Palo Alto		CA		94301		US		2022-08-17		"The city has done woefully little for bicyclists given the large bicycling population compared to even other Bay Area cities like Fremont which at least anecdotally seems to have almost no bicycles using them."

		Piyush Shah		Palo Alto		CA		94306		US		2022-09-11		"Want safety for bikes"

		Candy Tsourounis		Palo Alto		CA		94303		US		2022-09-11		"Every life is precious, whether young or old. We need to encourage cycling for our health no matter our age. Safety is #1 priority."
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From: Deborah Goldeen

To: Council, City
Subject: Safe Systems/Safe Streets Petition
Date: Saturday, February 11, 2023 11:15:02 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.

Every time I about to ride off on my bike, someone will make the comment, “Now you be careful!” or “Be safe!”
My standard reply is that my personal safety is not the only factor I consider when making decisions and that I also
consider climate change. But the truth is, there is only one thing that makes any real difference in safety for riding a
bike: Infrastructure.

Cars are getting zippier (think Tesla) and more manueverable. They come with tinted drivers side window and
drivers are, as often as not, following audio directions, not focusing on the road. Cyclists and pedestrians need that
infrastructure more than ever.

I’m convinced that electric assist bikes are going to save the world, but that can’t happen if it’s not safe to bike.
Please support the Safe Systems policy.

Thanks
Deb Goldeen

2130 Birch, 94306
(650)799-3652


mailto:deborah.goldeen@sonic.net
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org

From: Jeffrey Lu

To: Council, City
Subject: support for road safety policy
Date: Friday, February 10, 2023 7:15:26 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hi,

I am writing in support of establishing a people-first road safety policy in Palo Alto. Palo Alto
has been a leader in supporting non vehicular transportation options, but progress has stalled
and road safety concerns have become increasingly pronounced. Palo Alto is overdue to
establish a road safety policy to ensure the safety of all road users, particularly the most
vulnerable road users.

Road safety policies have already been adopted by the state and federal governments, and
cities around the US and the world have effectively used road safety policies to lower or even
eliminate traffic fatalities.

Thank you for your consideration.

Jeffrey Lu


mailto:jeffreylu6@gmail.com
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org

From: Brinda Govindan

To: Council, City
Subject: road safety
Date: Friday, February 10, 2023 2:06:32 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from brinda@sfsu.edu. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Please support the safe streets road safety policy. We should be a city with ZERO road
fatalities.

Thank you,
Brinda Govindan


mailto:brinda@sfsu.edu
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
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